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Here There Be Tigers!
North Arkansas Fly Fishers meetings
are held on the 3rd Tuesday of each
month. Meetings are held at the Van
Matre Senior Center located at 1101
Spring St Mountain Home, AR
72653. Membership meeting starts at
7:00 pm. All members and guests are
welcome and encouraged to attend.
NAFF Board of Directors’ meetings
are held on the first Tuesday of the
month at 1:00 pm 1st Security Bank
on 9th St. All members are welcome
and encouraged to attend.
Visit North Arkansas Fly Fishers
Online at
www.northarkansasflyfisher.org

Rohan Galyardt with a Tiger
Trout

Officers

Last month I was visiting with
John Berry at the annual March
birthdays party hosted by Pat
Smith. Several club members were
in attendance as well as our 14year-old grandson, Rohan. Our
discussion meandered into fishing
Dry Run Creek which Rohan
planned to do in the following
week. I mentioned that in last
Fall’s shocking survey a Tiger
Trout had shown up in the
stream. John said that he had
heard that, too.
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So, what is a Tiger Trout? It is a
sterile crossbreed of a Brook Trout
and a Brown Trout. Other such
crossbreeds are: Cont. Pg. 9

Sowbug Roundup
“We are Back!”

“We are Back!” This is our slogan
and pledge for the 2022 Sowbug
Roundup. We cancelled the 2020
Sowbug because the Covid pandemic was just starting to ramp
up. We cancelled the 2021 Sowbug because we were uncertain as
to the rapidly changing situation.
And we didn’t want to get in the
middle of the mask/no mask pie
fights. We believe that by March
of 2022, life will be “normal”
enough for us to hold the Sowbug
Roundup.
Our initial problem is to convince
the public that the Sowbug is really on for 2022. We are going to
start a serious publicity campaign
early in the summer. There will be
big posters for the fly shops, an
updated Sowbug website and constant info on Facebook.
Volunteers are important! Please
plan to participate. Our first
monthly Sowbug meeting will be
at the Baxter County Library at
1:00 pm on Tuesday,

Cont. Pg. 2
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June 8. For more information you
can contact Mike Tipton at 870404-8845
or
tipton1064@gmail.com.

Kids are always important at Sowbug
April President’s
Message

Our State mandated mask requirement is over. Vaccines available
for any who want from age 16+.
Weather’s getting better and time
to get back to business!
Our first outing was announced
last month to Country Oaks pond.
Now we are planning for our first
get together as a picnic/outdoor
gathering this summer with details
to follow. As of this writing, there
is no solid date for the Senior
Center to open; so indoor meetings are still an unknown.

March 24, 25, 26
2022

I know plenty have been curious
about Sowbug and maybe why we
cancelled this year’s scheduled
May event. Unfortunately, at the
time we had to make our cancel
decision, there was still a great
concern over the availability of the
vaccines. With most of “our” age
brackets and the associated vulnerability, we did not need to be a
super spreader event. Be assured,
Sowbug will be back at its regularly
scheduled March 24th-26th, 2022.

Our Sowbug meetings will start
back up in July as the Library room
will finally be open for assemblies.
Wading and even boating have
been difficult recently due to the
high waters (again) on the rivers;
but the fish have not gone away.
There has even been a tiger trout
found in Dry Run Creek, some 50
miles from where they were planted
at Bull Shoals Dam! Now that is a
commute! You never know what
will be at the end of your line. You
just need to find a way to get your
line in the water. You still have
Crooked Creek, the Buffalo, and
the lakes to consider, along with the
local ponds. Get out there and enjoy the good weather. Fish are waiting!

Dave Boyer

NAFF is sponsoring a fishing outing to the big pond at Country Oakes B&B near
Mountain View on Thursday, Nov. 12. As this is a pandemic outing, we are expecting

Fly of the Month
Cased Caddos

tified, for they make many different forms of cases often associated
with the nature of that particular
water they inhabit. Some of the
caddis cases are indeed elaborate
affairs.
The family known as Ryacophilidae, for example, are those that
do not live in a case, often called
green rock worms, free swimming.
Then we have the family Hydropsychidae. The larva are net spinners building a net to trap food. In
a few weeks prior to emergence
they do build a case to pupate.

It’s about that time of the year
when we look forward to the caddis hatch. To say the least, the
hatches we do see here are amazing. There are unreal numbers of
caddis flies on the surface of the
water, more than l have ever seen
in the many rivers l have fished
around the world.
So, let’s understand a little more
about the lifecycle of the caddis
fly, known as sedges in the EU.
There are many different species
of caddis which are found worldwide, be they present on creeks,
freestone rivers, tail waters, natural
lakes and loughs and manmade
reservoirs. The major difference is
the species and by what means
they choose to live in larval form.
Briefly, that can be determined by
whether or not they are case makers or not. The actual case produced by the different species is
also a way that species can be iden-

Most important here for the
White river is the family Brachycentridae. It is the species anglers
here are most familiar with. They
are the species that make the small
dark colored round cases that often as not you find on the end of
your hook.
We do have on the Arkansas rivers
many different species of caddis
flies. Unless you are knowledgeable in how to identify the different
species, there really is no need to
do so. What is important is to recognize the behavior of the winged
adult during emergence, this will
enable you to identify the fly pattern to fish and how to present it.
The only major difference is that
depending on the species, female
adults fly upstream ovipositing, or
in other cases the female adults
will crawl into the river to lay eggs.
To say the least, a caddis fly emergence is generally the first major
hatch of a winged stream born organism; and causes the trout to be
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less cautious as they home in on
the stages of pupal emergence
when they ascend to the surface
from the stream bed to a winged
insect. Which of course often as
not results in the opportunity to
fish surface emergers in transition to the winged adult fly; but
this is not the whole story, far
from it.

Fact is the larval stages of the
caddis fly are just as important.
The difference is you generally
do not see the fish feeding that
way; and unless you are subjecting the trout to an autopsy to
determine stomach contents, you
would never know.
Those of you who are familiar
with what is called EU style,
(rolled or tight line nymph fishing) will know how important
flies that represent cased caddis
are along with the many imitations of the pupa.
So why should this be important
for fishing the White river? l will
tell you why.
At the time when the pupa en
masse decide to emerge, 1000s of
emerging pupa start to move off
the riverbed and are subject to
downstream drift as the emerging pupa leave the case and ascend to the surface.
Often as not, what we see during
this emergence when the river
surface is covered in winged caddis, are very few fish actively feeding on the surface. The reason
being is that those fish are more
inclined to feed closer to the riv-

Y
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erbed as the pupa are in the stages
of transition from the case. Often
if you find the right location of
seams, where the pupa are being
concentrated, you will also find
fish including concentrations of
large browns.
Fact is once the trout have become
accustomed to daily caddis emergence, they will be looking for caddis in various stages of the life cycle from the cased larva, the
emerging pupa, the stages of transition to the winged adult. From
the fishing perspective it is more
or less a matter of determining at
which stage to best present our
artificials.
I know from experience how important it can be to represent both
caddis case and the early stages of
pupal emergence. The 3 patterns l
give you here are those l have innovated for the White river to cover the species we find here.
Tying the Flys
For the 3 patterns l used Wapsi
NW1 size 10 or NW1 size 12.
Beads. Black 2 or 2.4 mm
Lead wire 010
Pattern 1

Dk brown or olive.
Pattern 3
Body - SLF STD ginger
Pattern one.
Set your bead on the hook. You
may need to de-barb the hook if
you are using the 2mm bead. To
add further weight (for deeper water) wrap 010 lead wire above the
hook point to behind the bead.
From behind the bead, tie in a
strand of Spanflex and continue to
tie this down to the hook bend.
Now form a dubbed body with the
squirrel to behind the bead, then
under tension rib the fly body.
Finish the fly with 2 turns of white
ostrich herl. This is optional.

Here is the deal. How you rig
your system is very much based
on the location you are fishing,
both the depth and speed of water and the nature of the substrate.

Take the thread to the hook bend,
tie in here your Ultra wire.

Pattern three.

Rib - Peacock herl and Ultra wire

Finish the fly with 2 turns of
white ostrich herl and whip finish.

Same as pattern one for bead and
lead wire.

Head - White ostrich.
Body - Wapsi superbright Dk Hare
ear. You can also use Wapsi natural fur; Muskrat or Dk Hares ear.

There are two options here to
form the body. You can trim the
trapped dubbing in the loop to
form a neat rope; or after you
have wound it, then trim it to the
cigar shape.

Fishing.

Rib - Spanflex olive
Pattern 2

You can with practice do this
with Ultra Wire. To do so, you
will tie in a loop of wire at the
hook bend. As with use of the
thread you will prepare your SLF
dubbing and insert that into the
loop of thread or wire. It is then
twisted to form a neat formation
of entrapped material after which
you form the fly body.

Pattern two.

Now form your dubbed body. Tie
in now behind the bead your single strand of peacock herl and spiral wind this to the hook bend.
Take your wire and return this
back to the bead in open spirals.
You can now add if required the
ostrich herl. If not whip finish.

Body - SLF Squirrel brown

this by means of a dubbing loop.

Same as one and two for bead and
lead wire.
This pattern is a little more difficult to form the body as shown in
my example. You will need to do

In the case of the above fly patterns during caddis season, location of actively feeding fish is important. Here knowledge of the
river is a big plus.
As a rule, l will fish a double rig
to 5x, two flies spaced 24 to 30
inches apart. You can go with two
of the caddis case patterns or a set
up with the caddis case on the
tail and above an emerger type
pattern such as my SLF trans caddis pupa.
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If fishing low water, you probably
will not need added weight. If you
do, then you have two options.
First is to tie a surgeon’s knot leaving the lower tag for the top dropper fly. At least 15 ins below tie a
second surgeons knot with at least
a further 15 to 18 ins of line to
which the tail fly is attached. The
tags are cut off and your weight is
added above the knot. Second
method is to tie up the same system. This time the middle lower
tag is used for the dropper fly and
weight is added above the upper
knot.
Tight lines all.
Davy Wotton

Membership Report

Farm Pond Outing
This Week

NAFF Needs Your
Dues!
The Sowbug event has not been
held for 2 years. Since a large number of members renew at the Sowbug, this has led to a rather unusual
situation. Over 70% of the membership is past the expiration date
of their membership. Yes, 70%.
The “perfect storm” of a new Membership Director trying to figure
out a software program he knows
nothing about and the Sowbug not
happening for 2 years. This is your
chance to really help the Club.
PLEASE renew your membership
as soon as possible. The Club sorely
needs the funds, and it will save me
from dealing with over 250 individual emails. The membership renewal form can be found here.
The form is outdated. There is no
option for a paper copy of the
newsletter. Please select from the
email newsletter category. Feel free
to add some extra $$ to help the
club if you are feeling generous. It
is important we have your email
address and FFI membership number. Thank you for taking the time
and thank you for the extra effort.
It is deeply appreciated.
Victor Edwards
2553

NAFF’s annual spring outing to
the Country Oaks B&B “farm
pond” is scheduled for this week
on Thursday, April 15. The pond
is located on State Highway 9,
south of Mountain View and just
past the Humane Society. We
meet at the building on the east
side of the pond at about 8:30 and
9:00 am.

The Country Oaks pond is full of
pan fish and bass. This time of
year, you can see the bass patrolling along the shore of the pond.
Everybody, even the Tenkara guys,
catch a lot of fish. If you can’t
catch a fish it is definitely a personal problem! Unlike past years,
Phone: 989-745- the owner would prefer that we do
not use any flotation devices on
the pond.
Contact Mike Tipton 870-4048845 or tipton1064@gmail.com

Page 6

White River Report

Deja vu all over again or a sort of
ground hog spring with high lake
levels. Heavy generation on the
White and the Norfork rivers. To
cap it off, folks coming into the
shop are complaining (guides included) about the catch rate-especially on the rainbows. Several folks however are
extremely happy with the catch
rate of the brown trout. The consensus for the low catch rate on
bows seems to be the colder water
coming
through the
dams.
Fishing further downstream below wildcat shoals appears to be the place one begins to
see a better catch rate on the bows.
The higher water has also slowed
down the caddis hatch somewhat,
but those flies are still working on
this water. Go deep, heavy and
long on the leader.
Several combinations of flies seem
to be working with some white
shad patterns working at the
dam. This fly needs to tick bottom in order to work. Fish it right
down the middle and set the hook
on every little bounce of your indicator.

If we don’t get a ton of rain the
rest of the month, perhaps we will
see some lower generation and a
decent mayfly hatch in June. This
could be a lot of fun both on the
surface and below with various
types of pheasant tails (PT’s). This
hatch generally starts downstream
and works its way up stream. In
May we should see the bigger mayflies that hatch on Bull Shoals
lake. That can be some fun fishing as well.
One thing I’d like to add is
this: Every Saturday now looks
like a 4th of July weekend and
most weekdays look like a regular
busy Saturday. I would remind
boaters that they are responsible
for their wake. Watch out for
public accesses and anchored
boats by going slow and staying at
least 100 feet away when possible. Remember throwing a wake
on a boat that is anchored to the
shore can put it up in the band
and scratch it up. It can also put
water in a boat and I’m sure you
wouldn’t want this to happen to
you. Be responsible, courteous
and kind. Be a good boater. Also
remember to take out your plug
when you leave the water.
Good Catching

Jimmy T.
Wishes & Fishes Fly Shop
627 Central Blvd
PO Box 751
Mailing
Bull Shoals, Ar 72619-0751
Shop # 870-445-3848
Cell # 870-404-8906 Fishing
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Musings of a Fly Fishing
Guide
“European Style
Nymphing”
Many of today’s Euro-style nymphing techniques came from the
World Championships of competitive fly fishing. Some recreational
anglers have adopted many of
these new techniques and are now
catching a lot of fish. Learning to
cast and fish with long, thin leaders and heavily weighted nymph
patterns, using fly rods that are 1011 feet in length with a 2-4 weight
rod tip for sensitivity and feel are a
big part of Euro-nymphing.
European style nymphing has
been called many things—Czech
nymphing, French nymphing,
Polish nymphing, Spanish nymphing, contact nymphing, and tight
line nymphing; however, most anglers in the European and U. S.
communities usually refer to this
style as Euro-nymphing.
By definition, Euro-nymphing is
simply using a very long thin leader, 18-20 feet or more in length,
with heavily weighted flies tied
onto a tippet. These maintain contact with the bottom of a stream
bed as the flies dead-drift downstream. The angler keeps pace with
his flies, holding his rod tip high
off the water and positioned slightly ahead of the leader where it enters the water. This allows the Euro-nympher to maintain contact
with his flies during the drift. Usually, he is fishing his flies within
twenty feet or less from him using

a ten to eleven-foot nymphing rod.
An in-line sighter (bi-color monofilament) is used as part of the
leader setup to detect a fish's visual
takes. Very little, if any, fly line is
visible outside of the rod tip, just
the leader and flies. Some anglers
have gone to spooling thirtypound test monofilament lines on
their fly reels instead of using a
weighted fly line. The weighted
flies are heavy enough to cast leaders and flies out into the water for
close-range fishing. There are some
small diameter floating doubletaper fly lines out there that are
designed explicitly for Euro-style
nymphing. Scientific Anglers,
Cortland, Orvis, and Rio all market thin, double-tapered fly lines
that conform to competitive Euronymph equipment standards.
Competition fly fishing rules don’t
permit the use of attaching split
shot or suspension devices
(indicators) to the leader. The

weight must be on the fly. Because
of this rule, slotted tungsten bead
heads, 60 degrees jig hooks, and bi
-color sighter materials were developed for competition fly fishing.
Back in the 1940s and 50s, anglers
in the Appalachian Mountains of
West Virginia and Virginia were
fishing for Eastern Brook Trout
using many of the Euro-nymphing
techniques used today. When I
was growing up, I was taught to
use only leader and flies with a
split shot to catch Eastern Brook
Trout on a fly rod. We held our
rods high off the water (high sticking), following our nymphs as they
drifted through a run, watching
our leader, and using our fly rod
to feel for a take. We didn’t call it
Euro-nymphing, but we were drifting our flies the same way that it is
done today. The fly line never left
the rod tip as we fished those
small streams. With mountain laurel, brush, and trees growing along
the bank, our fishing was very
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close range, within a few feet of us.
Many old techniques have been
redefined today because of competitive fly fishing. While I don’t
fish competitively, I have embraced the Euro-nymphing style of
fishing. That said, I sometimes use
a suspension device and split shot
to supplement my rigging and the
setup of my flies. Combining new
and old techniques gives me the
best of both worlds. I don’t know
how many of you use Euronymphing techniques, but it is
highly effective, and every fly angler should have it in their repertoire. There are several books written on modern Euro-nymphing
and many YouTube videos that
talk about how to do it. Visit some
of those YouTube channels and
learn more about Euro-nymphing
techniques! You will be surprised
by how many more fish you will
catch. I know some anglers who
have doubled or tripled their catch
rate using these techniques. How
would you like to double your
catch rate?

Danny Barker

Spring River Trout Management Plan

Personnel from the AGFC Trout
Management Program (TMP) and
Trout Habitat Program (THP)
have come together to create the
first ever Spring River Trout Fishery Management Plan. The purpose of the management plan is to
establish specific goals, objectives,
and strategies that will guide the
AGFC in management of the
Spring River trout fishery over the
next several years. The goals and
objectives of the plan are designed
to address the desires and expectations of the public regarding recreational fishing opportunities for
all anglers on Spring River
through scientific fisheries principles and stakeholder input.

Spring River webpage on the agency’s website (click here).

Goals, objectives, and strategies of
the plan are spread among the
three main aspects of managing a
fishery: Fish, Habitat, and People.
The Spring River Management
Plan and other recent reports for
Spring River can be viewed on the

AGFC Trout Management Supervisor

With this in mind, TMP, THP,
and Jim Hinkle State Fish Hatchery personnel have finished putting up new signs at the AGFC
Lassiter walk-in, Cold Springs,
Dam 3, and Bayou access areas on
the Spring River. Putting up signs
is a strategy within the management plan that aims to improve
angler understanding and compliance of trout fishing regulations. It
also provides stakeholders with
additional information on topics
and issues important to the Spring
River trout fishery.
Christy Graham
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mules, labradoodles and Cutbow
Trout. Tiger Trout are raised in
the Spring River State Hatchery.
In nature it is remotely possible
that a Brook Trout and a Brown
could reproduce, since they both
spawn in the Fall. Both species
are found in Dry Run Creek. The
offspring of the cross have the
worm-like markings of the Brook
Trout (vermiculations) and some
of the coloration of a Brown
Trout. That gives it a tiger like
appearance.
The Arkansas Game and Fish had
released 2,500 Tiger Trout below
Bull Shoals Dam in 2020 to provide a new variety of fish for anglers. This experimental stocking
of 10–12-inch fish was made to
determine how well they would
survive in the White River.
So how did the Tiger Trout end
up in Dry Run Creek? When the
shocking census was conducted by
AG&F last Fall one was found.
There are two possibilities. The
first is natural reproduction since
both Brown and Brook Trout may
be found there. The other, favored by fishery personnel is that
the Tiger set out on a journey. It
actually migrated to Dry Run
Creek! That is a trip of about 50
miles from Bull Shoals Dam to the
confluence, up the Norfork, up
the Creek, jumping the falls and
surviving uncountable obstacles
along the way.
The fisheries biologists that first
saw the Tiger said it was about 12

inches long and “in pretty rough
shape.” It looked like it had truly
made the hazardous trip in the
rivers.
Rohan, our grandson from Colorado, is an experienced fly fisher.
He visited us over Spring break.
His goal was to fish Dry Run
Creek as his brother had for the
past two years. Rohan fished the
stream with both fly tackle and
Tenkara. His clicker counter registered over 300 fish landed for the
week. One of those fish was The
Tiger of Dry Run Creek. The 14inch female Tiger Trout was in
excellent condition and was
caught on a #18 red midge. Rohan was amazed that he actually
caught the “only” Tiger Trout in
Dry Run Creek! Although it wasn’t the biggest fish of his trip, it
was certainly the most unusual
and a new Personal Best for him.
We released the trout after snapping a photo and it cheerfully
swam back to the catch & release
protection of Dry Run Creek.
That is, unless it continues its
journey. Have you seen any Tigers? They are here, you know.
Dennis Galyardt

Fishing the Country Oaks
Pond
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Healing Waters
This past year has been a difficult
one for me and, I am sure, for
many of you. The global pandemic completely disrupted our lives.
We were sequestered in our
homes and were fearful of unknown calamities that might befall
us. There was a wave of immediate panic buying that created
shortages of food and household
staples. My wife and I haven’t
seen our daughter, son-in-law, and
grandkids for more than a year.
On the fly-fishing front, our
monthly NAFF meetings were cancelled as was the Sowbug Roundup. I fully agree with the decisions
leading to those cancellations,
since many of us in the organization are seniors and at a greater
risk of serious illness or death
from Covid 19. Indeed, several
people that I know well came
down with the disease, and one
close associate at my church sadly
passed away.
I am going to tell a story of my
own struggles during this time,
and the steps I have taken to restore a sense of well-being to my
soul. As you all know, our country is sharply divided and, it seems,
extremely polarized. The social
and political turmoil reported by
the news media aggravated me
greatly, and those feelings were
escalated by verbal exchanges on
social media. I only participated
in social media to keep up with
family and friends who lived far

away from my home in northern
Arkansas. I made it a point to be
supportive and respectful in my
exchanges with contacts on social
media. This is in keeping with
core values that I developed as a
youngster. Such character traits as
responsibility, respect, honesty,
kindness, perseverance, selfdiscipline, and a strong work ethic
became a part of me and I did my
best to live up to those values.
Well, it wasn’t long before it became clear that more than half the
country disagreed sharply with me
and those like me. I was led to
believe that they viewed people
like me as relics of the past, and
that our core values are irrelevant
in the modern world. Heated exchanges became the everyday
norm on social media with raw
hatred and accusations posted on
my account. With my writing
skills, I could have launched a fusillade of verbal missiles at my an-

tagonists. But that would have
played into the hands of the enemy. I am a Christian man, and to
obey Jesus we are taught to bring
people together and avoid being
divisive. On a secular front, no
one wins those kinds of verbal
wars anyway. They only escalate.
All that said, I was angry and I
wasn’t going to take it anymore.
So, I wished my contacts on social
media a happy life and disabled
my account. That ended the assault, but there was a lingering resentment and darkness in my soul.
Sound familiar? As individuals,
we aren’t going to solve the problems that we face in our country at
least in the short term. But there
is something we can do about our
hearts and souls. For me, it began
with serious prayer time, and continued with spending significant
time outdoors in the natural environment that the good Lord created.
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I have been truly blessed to live in
north Arkansas and become close
friends with a couple of guys who
share my passion for fly fishing.
We are on the White River virtually every week of the year. We
catch and release a lot of fish, and
that brings much joy to my heart.
That said, the healing process goes
beyond catching fish. The sights,
sounds, and scents of the river all
combine to raise my spirits and
bring a sense of peace. The White
River has become my healing waters. I always enjoy the rugged
bluffs with trees growing in seemingly impossible places. How can
there be enough dirt in those cliff
hollows to support trees? Now
that we are in the spring season,
the color of blooming redbuds
and dogwoods paint the hillsides.
Most of the other trees are budding out and will soon turn our
valley to a rich green color that is
soothing to the eye. Then there is
the sound of moving water trickling down a tributary, rushing
through shoals, or quietly gurgling
through a run. They are all music
to my ears. I also enjoy filling my
lungs with the rich and clean scent
of the river valley itself.
The physical features of the White
River valley and the abundant
plant life are wondrous to behold.
But so is the wildlife that lives
there. Some species are yearround residents and others migratory. But all of them can bring a
smile to my face. White tailed

deer and great blue herons may be
seen throughout the year. Currently, the herons are nesting,
most of them in colonies in trees
along the river. Bald eagles are
also nesting up and down the river. I always enjoy seeing these majestic birds. One early morning, a
friend and I motored up the river
several miles in my boat. We
counted five eagles sitting atop
trees along the river bank, and I
know they were looking for breakfast. One day recently, an eagle
swooped fairly low over my head
right after I had caught and released a trout. My partner that
day commented that the eagle was
hoping I would share my catch.
Other wildlife that my friends and
I have seen on occasion are mink,
otter, and wild turkeys. One day
as I was drifting along a steep
wooded bank, I heard a turkey
gobble high up on the hill. It
must have been a signal, as a flock
of about ten of them took wing
and soared high across the river to
a meadow on the other side. A
few days later, we spotted a strutting gobbler in the same area. Migratory birds that frequent the river include gulls, ducks, and geese.
I saw a very large flock of diving
ducks (bluebills) that had stopped
on their journey north, as well as a
pair of wood ducks. I love the call
of the wood duck. It is hard to
describe, but I know it when I
hear it and it brings a smile to my
face.

Springtime is bringing an awakening of the natural world and it is
beautiful to behold. Get out and
enjoy it, and let the healing waters
bring peace to your souls.

Dave Schisler
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Fly Tying Tip
Parachute Post
Have you had trouble winding a
parachute post? Some materials
are hard to grasp or that you
wished you had a parachute post
tool. Instead, here is a real easy
way to support the post while you
wrap up and back down the post.
You can also include the hackle.
Prepare your post on the hook as
you would normally, getting ready
to wrap up the post (Photo-1).
Then use a thin pin or needle next
to the post, held as you wrap
(Photo-2). The pin is stiff enough
you do not have the tread slipping
off the post, losing your nice, neat
wraps. Once you have the post
completed (with or without the
hackle as in the photo), just pull
out the pin and be left with the
wrapped post (Photo-3).
Great way if you are using calf tail,
poly, or other hard/slick material.
I know some use UV resin, but if
you do not want that bulk, much
easer than the traditional holding
of the wing and trying to wrap up
the post.

Photo 1

Photo 2

NAFF Activities or Meeting will be cancelled or
postponed when the
Mountain Home Public
Schools Cancel Classes.
Check KTLO radio website for school closing

Dave Boyer

Don’t Forget!
Fly Tying
Every Friday
At Dally’s
1:00 to 5:00

Weather Cancellation
Policy

Photo 3
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Building a Wet Fly
Leader
This month we will discuss how I
build my leader and for what reason; but never forget this. Your fly
line is your transmission of connection to your flies. It is of vital
importance when it comes to traditional wet fly fishing, which is of
course the use of winged or hackled flies.
There are only 3 ways to detect the
take of a trout: you either see it,
feel it, or simply know by instinct
that a fish has the fly. In the case
of wet fly fishing, it should be you
see it, either by some indication of
surface disturbance or you see the
fish take the fly. Most important
is that you see a visual indication
by way of line motion which may
be your leader or fly line.
For the majority l know it is more
so waiting to feel the take of the
fish. As for most anglers, wet fly
fishing is a downstream swing
method. If you are one of those
who is dependent on feeling for
the take, then you will know very
well that you will prick and loose
many fish; and that is almost always related to how you react. This
can be avoided if you learn to hold
the rod at approximately a 10 to
30 degree angle, allow for a hang
of line and not have the rod pointed at the line. More to the point
learn NOT to raise the rod for a
hard hook set. You must allow for
the fish to take and turn with the
fly and not feel the sudden resistance of a line. The answer is to
watch the fly line for the take and

not simply blindly strip waiting for
the pull.
One other issue may well be the
action of the rod being used,
which I will not get into here.
The above is a frequent question I
am asked as to why fish are lost.

OK, how do I choose to build my
leaders? Understand that hatchery
fish are a very different deal to
wild stream born fish. Fact is
hatchery fish are much easier to
catch. Therefore, to some extent,
my approach is very different albeit there is an overall basis as to
what I choose to do. This is based
on these factors.
1.Time of the year which is based
on water temperature and food
base available.
2. Nature of the water being
fished, be it a spring creek, large
river like the White, natural lough
or manmade reservoir and so on.
All demand a different set up.
3. Activity, by that I mean what
are the fish doing.
4. Is there at the time hatch activity? Or has been, subject to the
trout’s expectation that it will?
5. Species of insect activity, for
example, may fly, midge, caddis,
stonefly, crustaceans, or terrestrials.
6.Choice of fly line, be it dry, hover, intermediate, short head sink
tip, in rare cases a full sink line.
7. If there is obvious surface activi-

ty or fish will rise, then the dry
line is obvious choice. If not and
fish are at lower levels in the water
column, then an intermediate. I
use the hover line when we have
bad disturbed surface activity
caused by wind; or when fishing
very slow flat water when I know
the surface disturbance or visibility
of the dry line will spook fish and
lessen my control of the flies underwater.
More or less all you will need is
line to build a butt section to your
fly line and leader line of 6 and 4
pound (5X). At times when fishing
very small flies, I may use 6x.
I know of no better line to use
than clear Amnesia, because it will
stay straight (which is very important for take detection). Which
is an issue with tapered leaders
and in any event, you don’t need
them. That said you may choose to
use the butt section of a tapered
leader for its first 5 feet.
I have no use at all for loop connections as they cause hinging and
are one of the reasons for causing
tangles. You need a straight connection of transmission from fly
line to the tail fly. No matter if I
am fishing a single fly or as many
as 4 (more related to fishing lakes).
For the most part when river fishing, it will be no more than 3.
For any sunk line presentations I
will add to the fly line about 2 to 3
feet of 20 pound amnesia and to
that 1 foot to 18 inches of 10 or
12 pound amnesia. To that is add-
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ed continuous the overall length
of leader material, not termed as
tippet as such. If you have something in the region of 4ft of butt
section, you will be ok. If fishing a
team of 3 flies, your top dropper
detachment should be approximately 18in from the butt section.
Then your mid dropper a minimum of 25 inches from that and
same again for the tail fly. Never
less than 25 to 30 inches.
If two flies, then use the same
overall length. Disregard the top
dropper, albeit I may well leave the
tag in case I wish to add another
fly. If fishing a single fly, same
again. Leave the tags in case you
wish to add a second fly for the
mid dropper. So overall you leader
length from fly line will be about
10 to 11 feet. Dropper length
should be a minimum 4 to 5 inches no less.
In the case of sunk line methods, I
rarely would use flies less than size
14. Size 12 and 14 more so attached to 4 pound P-Line Halo.
Dry and hover line.
In this case I may well be fishing
flies from size 10 to 20s. I have
used smaller than 20s in the case
of fishing soft hackles.
In the case of dry and hover line
leader, overall length is important.
Mainly you do not want the fish to
see any evidence of the fly line.
More to the point, in the case of
upstream to up and across, you
need for the flies to act naturally
with the movement of the water
surface; and you cannot do that

with a short leader. The same
more or less applies when dry fly
fishing.

classic mode as the dabbler fly,
which can be deadly to draw fish
to take.

I will not discuss here riggings that
I would use for spring creeks or
still waters as that is overall a very
different issue compared to our
rivers here in AR and MO.

Here again if I am using one or
two flies, I still build the leader the
same way and leave the droppers
free of attached flies. They will be
ready to use if need be.

In this case of the White River, I
will build a butt section of 3 feet
of 20 pound amnesia followed by
2 feet of 15 pound followed by 1 ft
to 18 inches of 12 or 10 pound.
From that is added your leader.

The deal at the end of the day is
simply this---that you must be able
to cast the fly or flies in a direct
straight line. If you have constant
issues with tangles, there will be
two main reasons. 1st is your leader configuration is not correct.
The 2nd which is almost always
the issue is your casting skill. Some
of this may be related to line
weight or wrong taper of fly line
versus the rod you are using. The
main reasons are using too much
force in the casting stroke, incorrect angle of back cast versus forward stroke, rotating the rod with
way too much outside arm and
wrist movement, being an arm
caster and so on. If you watch me
cast, it is more or less only my forearm and wrist that control my casting stroke. My hand, thumb, rod,
and line are all in a direct straight
line. If you deviate from this, you
will cause the fly line to twist and
tangle the fly or flies, and this applies regardless of what you are
fishing be it dry, nymph streamers,
etc.

Here again from the butt section
to the top dropper tag is not less
than 18 inches, more like 2 feet.
To that the next section is added,
a minimum of 25 inches to 30
inches. Same again for the mid
tag to tail fly.

The knot I use is a 3 turn surgeon’s. I have used all the knots
and overall you will not beat this
knot for droppers. I attach the
leader to the butt section this way.
Tie an overhand knot to the end
of the butt. Do not tighten it.
Place the leader end through this
open overhand, now tighten it.
Now tie the end of the leader with
Duncan loop around the butt section or I use my Davy knot and
tighten this down. Make sure now
the butt section overhand is tight.
You should be able to draw the
leader knot down to this knot.
Droppers once again not less than
4 ins. In fact the top dropper
should be more like 6 inches or
more. If it is too short, you cannot
animate the top dropper in the

The team of a 3 fly rig should
amount to the leader to termination of the tail fly landing in a
straight line with all energy expelled at that time.
Latest news is. The Snowbee UK
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rod company now also based in
the US has worked with me to
produce a Davy Wotton signature
Wet fly/Nymph rod, 10ft 4wt.
This will be available soon in our
area. I will keep you posted.
For those of you who wish to learn
more onstream the skills of wet fly
fishing, I can be booked for those
days either for wade or boat drift
fishing. Naturally, we do need lower flows for both options. Minimum flow to 3000 cfs for wade
and to 5000 maximum for boat
drift techniques.
Next month, how to choose wet
flies based on conditions.

Save the Date!
Fly Fishers International Virtual Expo
Nov 5—7
If you would like to participate as tier, speaker, or Zoom person (we
will train you) contact plueken@luekenlay.com
Thank you to our members Susan Parsons, Lori Sloas, John Berry,
Duane Hada, and Patty Lueken for donating services or items to the
on-line auction for the Expo.

Tight lines, Davy

IJULY 29-31, 2021
Thursday July 29th Noon – 5 pm.
Friday July 30th 9 am. – 5 pm.
Saturday July 31st 9 am. – 4 pm.
INFORMATION CALL: Ron Leggins, Expo Director (912) 980-0766 ronleggins@gmail.com
Howard Hawkins, Expo Treasure, (417) 234-6806 pdgpcc@yahoo.com
See our Website: MTFA-Springfield.org or MTFA Branson Chapter Facebook page
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Events of Interest to NAFF Members

Sowbug Roundup Stuff!
Sowbug 2020 is gone but not forgotten. Live Sowbug vicariously and virtually and get that Sowbug
merchandise that you were too socially distant to purchase at the show (that wasn’t)! We have 2020
Sowbug Roundup Pins, Sowbug insulated stainless steel adult beverage imbibers and Sowbug hats
for sale.
Sowbug Roundup 2020 pin - $5.00 + (1st Class postage $1.00) - total $6.00
Sowbug Roundup insulated adult beverage imbiber - $10.00 + (Priority mail envelope $9.00) - Total
$19.00
Sowbug Roundup Hat - $15.00 + (Priority mail envelope $9.00) Indicate ID number of hat desired. Total $24.00
Save some money and buy all three. They will fit in one priority mail envelope!
Soon we will have our web page up to purchase these items over the internet. In the meantime you
can order from Patty Lueken at 271 Plane Tree Ln, Mountain Home, AR 72653.
(plueken@luekenlaw.com) If you live locally or will be in town, we can arrange to put the merchandise in your hands at a convenient socially distant location

