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Davy Wotton “Wet Flys”
Fishing Wet Flys

Country Oaks Outing in
April

A Madison Brown caught on a
Soft hackle.

Last month l talked briefly about
choice of rods and lines for wet fly
fishing. Please understand that
given the short length of my articles, l am only able to cover so
much based on my 60 years of
worldwide fishing experiences.
That said, at least you will gain
some further knowledge. It is putting it into practice that really matters.
Historically wet flies were sold as a
cast of flies, that is 3 or more flies
were readily attached to a gut leader and sold that way in a package.
The casts of flies would generally
be typical fly patterns for the seasonal hatches for that that particular water. So, for the Usk early season you may buy a cast that included the early mayflies such as the
olives, later maybe a Cont. Pg. 11

A Country Oaks Bass Fisherman

NAFF’s annual spring outing to
the Country Oaks B&B “farm
pond” is scheduled for Thursday,
April 15. The pond is located on
State Highway 9, south of Mountain View and just past the Humane Society. We meet at the
building on the east side of the
pond between 8:30 and 9:00 am.
The Country Oaks pond is full of
pan fish and bass. This time of
year, you can see the bass patrolling along the shore of the pond.
Everybody, even the Tenkara guys,
catch a lot of fish. If
Cont. Pg. 2
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you can’t catch a fish it is definitely a personal problem! Unlike past
years, the owner would prefer that
we do not use any flotation devices on the pond.
Contact Mike Tipton 870-4048845 or tipton104@gmail.com for
more information.

Steve Wilson
1944 - 2021

The Pond at Country Oaks B&B
March President’s
Message

We are getting closer to “normal”
as the COVID vaccines are becoming available. I hope you have all
weathered the pandemic without
too much heartbreak. As of this
writing, people 65 and over (a big
chunk of our group including me)
are eligible for inoculation. The
Van Matre Senior Center is still
closed, so no idea yet as to when
we can have club meetings but stay
tuned.

March 24, 25, 26
2022

The recent extremely cold spell
had the generators working overtime at the dams; and as a result,
the lake levels are such that we are
seeing minimum flows on the
White and Norfork Rivers. Great
news for the wade fisherman, maybe not so good if you have a river
boat and a prop! For those that do
have a prop, please be careful,
don’t rip up your boat or motor.
Depending on who you talk to
and where on the rivers, wade fishing has been hard or fantastic! If
you are having trouble with fish

count and/or size, browbeat your
friends (or club members) as to
where you can go for better success
and the “lies” they are using.
This month the Caddis hatch
should start to be in full swing, so
get those “match the hatch” flies
ready. We still have the Friday afternoon sessions for fly tying at Dally’s. So come by, bring your vise
and tie up Caddis in anticipation,
or just come by and BS. We always
love a good fish story.

Dave Boyer
NAFF President

NAFF is sponsoring a fishing outing to the big pond at Country Oakes B&B near
Mountain View on Thursday, Nov. 12. As this is a pandemic outing, we are expecting
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Fly of the Month
Jig Hooks - Is the Myth
Many of us in the NAFF organization have been fly fishing for a
long time. I first began swinging a
fly rod as a young boy on small
ponds, eagerly catching hungry
bluegills that fell for my yellow
and black popping bug. My first
experience with trout was many
years later after my family moved
to Colorado. I discovered that
trout in rivers and streams were
not nearly as gullible as bluegills in
the ponds of my boyhood. In fact,
I was frustrated trying to get takes
on flies until a mentor introduced
me to nymph fishing. He gave me
a comprehensive education on
nymphs that lived in Colorado
waters and used an aquatic insect
net to capture creatures that I wasn’t sure I even wanted to touch.
Those big stonefly nymphs looked
downright dangerous. My mentor
then introduced me to fly tying
and challenged me to create a fly
that looked like one of those scary
stonefly nymphs. I will admit that
my first fly was about as wide as it
was long and went into the trash.
But they got better until I came up
with a design that made me excited to don my waders and present
my nymph to trout in the Cache la
Poudre River. The action on that
first day brought a big smile to my
face, and I was hooked. Nymph
fishing became an instant passion.
Now it’s time to date myself and
admit this story occurred in the
early 1970s. Everyone I knew back

Y

in those days tied nymphs on Jstyle hooks without beads. If a tier
wanted to add weight to a nymph,
he did so with small strips of lead
tied onto the shank of a hook.
And they worked well. That’s
about as far as my education on
tying nymphs progressed because
my career took me to an area in
the Midwest that was far from
trout waters. I turned my attention to bass fishing and only
swung my fly rod in the springtime
during the bluegill spawn.
Decades passed and I finally retired and moved to Mountain
Home, AR. One of my immediate
goals was to revisit trout fishing
and start casting nymphs once
again. A visit to a local fly shop
introduced me to a whole host of
new tying materials, hooks, and
strange-looking beads. Sixty degree jig hooks were for sale as an
option to standard nymph hooks,
and I had to ask how those things
worked. It was at that moment

that I learned about slotted tungsten beads designed to fit onto
those hooks. So I bought a package of jig hooks and beads to
match. I must admit that with
my first couple of flies, I slid the
beads on those jig hooks backwards. The round hole side of
the bead goes on first, not the
slotted side. After fishing with
these beaded jig hooks and catching hundreds of trout on them, I
am now using them almost exclusively for nymph and egg pattern
flies. There are advantages to
them which I will address a bit
later. But I also wanted to do
some research on these hooks
and find out what other anglers
have learned.
Most of us have used 90 degree
molded jig hooks for years to
catch panfish. That style of hook
appears to have made its debut
in the trout fishing world in international fly fishing competition. The Czechs used molded
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90 degree jig hooks to dominate
the field and win championships
during the 1980s. Then the rules
committee made some changes
banning these hooks. The angling
world is innovative, so the competitive anglers moved forward using
45 degree jig hooks with gold
tungsten beads slid onto the
hooks. Over the next few years
the rules changed again permitting
the use of slotted tungsten beads
and so the competitive fishermen
were back in business. Umpqua
claims to be the first company to
introduce jig hooks to the US market. This move occurred after
their first exposure to the hooks
during the 2006 World Fly Fishing Championships in Portugal.
Widespread use of jig hooks for
trout flies in the US seems to have
corresponded with the sudden
popularity of the Euro nymphing
technique. This technique was
again adopted from the competitive international fly fishing community, and is practiced by many
anglers today. Recreational anglers have also determined that jig
hooks work quite well for nymph
fishing under an indicator, and
that brings us to present day commentary.

My own research in the literature
clearly shows that the primary advantage of jig hooks for nymphs is
that the hook rides with the point
side up. This attribute sets the
stage for fewer hang-ups on submerged logs and other bottom
structure, helps keep hooks sharp
for the same reason, and tends to
hook the fish in the upper snout.

These attributes support my own
observations. But there is an outlier opinion with well documented
evidence.
Author Domenick
Swentosky published a 2020 article in Troutbitten.com entitled
Nymph Hook Inversion – And the
Myth of the Jig Hook. Mr. Swentosky conducted a series of experiments in an aquarium complete
with photos. Nymphs tied with 60
degree jig hooks inverted quite
well as popular opinion predicted.
However, nymphs tied on standard J-style hooks also inverted. So
did flies tied on scud hooks and
almost every other style of hook
that he tried. The only exceptions
were hooks formed with the eye
turned upwards. These hooks oriented in the water with the hook
pointed down. So is the widespread attribute of the jig hook
busted? Let’s look at some other
documents.
I have reviewed two documents
that add some credence that jig
hooks have a distinct advantage
over other styles of hooks in riding
with the point side up. One author mentioned that slotted beads
are a must when tying jig nymphs.
The slot allows the bead to navigate around the angled shank and
slide tight against the hook eye
(Phil Rowley, Jan 8, 2015 BC Outdoors) Another author stated that
this positions the weight of the
bead on the dorsal side of the
hook. This makes the jig style
hook more prone to running with
the hook point up and more stable
in staying that way (Paraphrased:
Josh Thelin, All Points Fly Shop)

Mr. Swentosky’s experiments in
an aquarium only featured calm
water. I could find no other
study reporting the stability of
hooks riding point side up in
moving water such as a river or
stream. Perhaps we would need
to enlist the help of a SCUBA
diver with an underwater camera
to know for sure.

Other features of jig style hooks
bear mentioning. One is they are
offered in different gaps (or
gapes) to provide space between
the downward edge of the eye
and point of the hook to assure a
good hook set. I tie all of my egg
patterns on a jig hook and use a
wide gap hook to expose the
hook point around the bulk of
the egg. Most jig hooks are created with long sharp points that
help hold a fish once hooked.
Another feature offered in some
jig hooks is a “cat claw” point. In
this configuration the point of
the hook is bent inward towards
the shank slightly. This helps
protect the point from getting
bent or dulled as the nymph
bounces along the bottom. Trout
Legend brand J150 and J300 jig
hooks both have cat claw points.
The description states that “these
hooks have cat claw points that
will hook and retain fish like no
other barbless you have ever experienced.”
A reviewer states
“These are some of the best fishholding barbless hooks out there.
You will drop far fewer fish with
these hooks. I swear they have an
invisible barb.” Other brands of
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jig hooks also incorporate cat claw
points.
I will close out this article by honoring Lance Egan, a legendary
competitive fly fisherman who has
undoubtedly caught more trout on
jig hooks than any of us. I will cite
some of his observations from an
article in Fly Fisherman, by Charlie Craven, May 29, 2015, and
from the Umpqua website.
•

Less snagging because the
hook rides point side up.

•

Helps keep hook sharp for the
same reason.

•

The biggest advantage of jig
nymphs is that they reliably
hook the fish right in the tip
of the snout, rather than in
the bottom jaw or side of the
mouth. This is a better spot
for barbless hooks, because it
better allows you to direct and
lead the fish and quickly land
them, "like a bull with a nose
ring."

•

•

Easier releases. Again, because
of the jig hook’s tendency to
grab fish by the upper lip,
barbless jig hooks are usually
easier to quickly pop out of a
fish, reducing handling time,
which amounts to safer, less
stressful releases.
More weight options because
of the recessed way slotted
beads sit on a jig hook; there is
more room to accommodate a
broader range of bead sizes.
They won’t impede the space
of the hook gap. With standard nymph hooks you can usu-

ally only fit 1 or 2 different
bead sizes on the same hook. If
you add a larger bead, the hook
gap will be too crowded which
makes hooking and retaining
fish nearly impossible. For example, Lance often ties a size
14 Red Dart with 2.3, 2.8, 3.3,
and even 3.8mm slotted tungsten beads. This variety of bead
sizes allows him to have the
same size 14 fly in several
weights.

Spring River Report

Lance Egan is a well-known and
well respected authority on nymph
Water flows at the Spring are at
fishing for trout. When he speaks,
400 cfs, 350 avg, and water clarity
we had better listen.
has been green tinted. With the
snow melt and recent rains, the
Dave Schisler
river is slightly above average
flows. River levels are up about a
foot on the main river.
Starting this week stocking will
increase a lot getting ready for the
spring and summer season. From
now till the end of May is a great
time to fish the Spring River. At
the end of May, the canoe hatch
will begin, and the weekends get
busy on the Spring with floaters.
Eggs, nymphs, and woollies have
been working well. On the tough
days it's all about getting the fly
down to the bottom.

Tight lines and good luck,

Mark Crawford

Page 6

White River Report

Some much welcome wadeable
water the past 10 days has led to
some great catches on the White
River. As you can see from the
picture below, sight fishing is back.
The C&R area by the dam is loaded with some really nice fish. Enter the water carefully and pick out
the ones you want to target. Midges, eggs, dry midges tied with z-lon
for those with great eyesight are a
ton of fun. Some soft hackles gently fished in front of these fish will
cause some more fun for the wade
fisherman as well.
The generation has changed a bit
with water at 4 to 6 units but generally has been shut off around
noon time. It drops out the fastest
at the dam and after an hour or
two will drop out at Due Eddy
shoals in the State Park. All of the
restrictions in that park were lifted
on February 1st so fishing with
barbs is now OK. Be careful of
some still spawning fish and avoid
stepping on the lighter spots
(especially the depressions).
When generation does end and
the sun comes out, some caddis
are popping out. They are not

quite keying in on the drys but
using the nymphal version will
almost surely produce some fish
for you. Use as small an indicator
as you can along with some great
tippet such as Cortland’s Top Secret Premium tippet like the gentleman in this picture uses. Mostly 5X and 6X and with as few
knots as possible so as not to
spook the fish you are trying to
target. Also use as small an indicator as possible and preferably in
white so that it is hidden amongst
the white foam on the water. Cast
above the fish and mend in the
air. Avoid mending on the water
as your flies approach your target.
Remember to set the hook if your
indicator even vibrates.
See you on the water.

Jimmy T.
Wishes & Fishes Fly Shop
627 Central Blvd
PO Box 751
Mailing
Bull Shoals, Ar 72619-0751
Shop # 870-445-3848
Cell # 870-404-8906 Fishing
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Musings of a Fly Fishing
Guide
“Preparing for a day of
Fly Fishing”
How many of you have planned a
fishing trip and, after arriving at
your favorite honey hole, realize
that you forgot to bring your fly
rod? You sit there with your waders on, staring at your fly box,
thinking, “How could I have forgotten my fly rod? I had my fly rod
in my hands early this morning!
Why are the fishing gods punishing me today?”
This happens to a lot of people,
forgetting to bring some of their
fishing gear with them or leaving
fishing gear behind when they
drive off after a day of fishing. Just
imagine the guy who hooks into
the monster brown trout of a lifetime just to realize that he left his
net at home! Or the guy who
launches his boat, but fails to put
the plug in. Before he knows it,
someone fishing close by says, “Sir,
your boat is filling up with water.”
The man runs back up the hill to
his truck in a panic, hoping to
back down his boat trailer and
load his boat back on before it
sinks.
How many of you have completed
a day of fishing just to drive off,
leaving your fly rod or your fishing
vest with several boxes of flies lying on the ground? While driving
home, daydreaming about the
wonderful day of fishing you had,
you realize you have left some of
your fishing gear back at the park-

ing area. In a panic, you drive back
to where you were parked, only to
find that someone has already
found the pot of gold you left behind.

We all have stories that we could
tell about ourselves or our friends.
Have you ever asked yourself what
you can do to prevent this from
happening? There are ways to minimize the possibility of forgetting
some of your fishing equipment,
before and after your day on the
water. I am going to share with
you what I do to prevent this from
happening to me—or at least minimize the possibility of leaving
something behind. Nothing is
guaranteed, you know. Not even
catching a few fish. However, I
think if you follow these simple
rules, you will be well on your way
to having a great day on the water
and as you head back home with
your fishing equipment intact.
Rule number one:
Develop a written checklist of fish-

ing tackle you plan to take and use
that day. Have one list for wading
and another list for when you use
your river boat. Your checklist
should start with the most important item and end with the
least important. For example, my
number one item on my boating
checklist is the plug for my boat.
My number two would be to put
gas in the gas tank. I continue on
down my list until I have made
sure that everything is accounted
for. My boat is now prepared and
ready for a day of fishing, complete with my fishing tackle.
If I am wading, my number one
item on my checklist is my fly rod.
I pack it away in my vehicle. Next,
I check my wading vest and fly
boxes. I pack those away in my
vehicle, too. I continue down my
list until I have everything packed
away and ready to go. Some people actually leave their fishing
equipment in their vehicle at all
times; that will work until you
need that space for hauling some-
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thing else. My suggestion would be
to unload your fishing equipment
in one pile. Go do your hauling,
return home, and pack everything
back in your vehicle. Do not leave
your fishing tackle scattered about
in your garage, that is a very good
way to forget something the next
time you go fishing!
After completing your day of fishing, use your checklist to pack everything back in your vehicle. The
first thing I do is store my fly rod
away. I see many people lay their
fly rod on top of their vehicle or
up against a tree close by. They
will set their fishing vest with fly
boxes down on the ground beside
their car. Bad things can and will
happen when you do that. You
probably know that already.
Rule number two:
Pack your own equipment. Do not
rely on others to pack for you.
When I was growing up, I was
taught that each family member
was responsible for packing their
own fishing equipment. If you forgot your rod, tough luck. You didn’t get to fish that day; you stood
on the bank watching others catch
fish. You would think someone in
my family would have shared their
rod with me, but that didn’t happen! My brothers would look over
at me sitting on the creek bank
and smirk. I think there was a lesson to be learned there.
Rule number three:
Do not deviate from your checklist. Make sure you follow the order of your list. Don’t jump

around to different places, because
I can pretty much guarantee that
you will forget something by doing
that. I have even bypassed an item
setting on a table in my garage that
I could have picked up on my way
to my vehicle because it wasn’t
next on my list. That may sound
counterproductive, but I believe in
following a certain order and
maintaining that order throughout
my packing. It’s very easy to pick
up a fly rod and start moving towards your vehicle only to be interrupted by someone. You may set
the rod down on the garage bench
for a moment, move on, and
check it off of your list as being
packed. It may not be until you get
to your fishing spot that you realize it’s still in the garage! Maintaining order in the packing process is
essential.
Rule number four:
Don’t allow yourself to become
distracted. I know that is easier
said than done. Being distracted
by something or someone is probably the main factor that causes us
to leave something behind, either
at home or preparing to return
from our day of fishing. It can
happen at a boat landing or at the
parking lot. Minimize as many of
those distractions as you possibly
can, because they will lead to you
leaving something behind. If you
do get distracted, try to remember
where you stopped and pick back
up where you left off. After you
have completed a day of fishing
and think you have everything
packed away, always, and I mean
always, take a walk around your

vehicle or your boat to see if you
have left something on the ground
or on top of your vehicle or boat.
If more people would get into the
habit of doing this, they wouldn’t
leave so much stuff behind.
I have used my checklist for so
many years that I don’t even need
to write one up anymore. I have it
memorized. When I prepare my
boat for a day of fishing, my brain
automatically goes to the first item
on my list, then the second, and
so on. It has become part of what I
do in preparing my boat and storing away my fishing equipment. I
have a routine for unloading and
loading my boat on the trailer and
storing away my fishing tackle before I leave the boat landing. I
have a routine that I use when I go
wading. I have followed the same
regimented routine for many
years, and it works great for me. I
think if you develop one for yourself and stick to it, it can work for
you as well. If you do leave some
of your fishing equipment behind
as you head home, hopefully it will
be another fly angler that finds
your tackle and has an appreciation for their find. They may even
catch a few fish on your flies!

Danny Barker
Fly Fishing Guide
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Introduction to Warm
Water Fly Fishing, Part 1
I was born, grew up and lived in
Eastern Nebraska until I was 50
years old. At about age 12, I decided to be a fly fisherman. That
seems a little strange, since I had
never seen a fly fisher or a trout
stream. My dad and other relatives were spin lure throwers or
worm dunkers. The nearest trout
water was about five hours away
on a small creek in the north central part of the state. People just
didn’t fly fish where I lived. Undaunted, I managed to talk my
parents into ordering a fly rod outfit from the Herter’s catalog. I had
read articles about how to cast a
fly rod, so I was sure that I could
do it. Remember, this was in
1958 so there were no YouTube
videos to guide me. It was a steep
learning curve and took months
(years) to become proficient. With
the help of authors like Ray Bergman, Joe Brooks and Jason Lucas,
I launched into my life long flyfishing adventure.
There was a problem, however,
there were no trout where I lived.
There were, however, plenty of
bluegills, crappie and largemouth
bass. So those fish became the
targets for my 8’ 6 wt fiberglass fly
rod and single action reel. I soon
realized that flies were needed, but
they cost $.25 each at the hardware store! I would have to make
my own. My first attempts were
feathers from my parakeet and

hair nipped off my dog. Without
a vice or a bobbin, I tied a “fly”.
Fish actually ate my simple creations, but I wanted Royal Coachmen, Black Gnats and Micky
Finns. Back to the Herter’s catalog. More wishing and begging
until I finally received my fly-tying
kit. Now I could really start my
career as a fly fisherman.

Local farm ponds, sandpits, flood
control lakes and sluggish streams
that flowed into the Platte River
came under attack. I actually started catching everything from creek
chubs to crappies and bluegills to
bass. It took me about 6 years before I caught a trout on a fly when
I finally fished a cold-water stream.
I never forgot my warm water
roots and to this day I still love
that type of fly fishing.
I am astounded to find that there
are many fly fishers that do not
twitch poppers for panfish or strip
streamers for bass. This is especially true in the Rocky Mountain
region. Some fly fishers don’t
even consider those fish to be
“gamefish”. I’m doing my best to
convince them otherwise.

So, I’m here to tell you that you
should go warm water fly fishing.
Let’s get started on the proper
tackle. First, you must understand
that a balanced outfit is essential
for enjoyable fly fishing. It’s much
easier to find one today compared
to one I started 60 years ago. For
bass fishing a 9’ 7 or 8 wt rod is
recommended. A weight forward

7 or 8 wt line and a single action
reel completes the outfit. This
equipment doesn’t have to be fancy. Look at Bass Pro, Cabela’s or
your local fly shop. They sell complete outfits or separate tackle. Let
your wallet be your guide, but
even combo outfits that sell for
under $100 will get you started on
the right foot. Seven or eight
weight outfits are a little heavy for
bluegills, crappies, white bass and
perch. To do justice to these
smaller fish, a lighter setup is really
nice. In fact, you probably already
have a 9’ 4 or 5 wt outfit that you
use for trout. If you don’t, they
are easy to come by and will provide lots of fun for panfish.
Other items you will need include:
a 7 ½’ leader that tapers to 2 or
3X is a good one for bass. For
panfish a leader of the same length
that ends in 4X is fine. Tippet
material is essential. I usually use
4X for bluegills and crappies and 2
or 3X (10 lb.) for bass. I usually
add at least a foot of tippet to a
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Fly Tying Tip
tapered leader. That way, every
time a fly is tied on, the expensive
leader is not shortened.
More about warm water flies will
come in future articles. For now,
assemble your gear and think
Spring. As the water temperature
moves into the 50s, warm water
species will start heading into shallower waters to feed. As the daffodils start to bloom, start scouting
for small ponds and creeks that
warm up well before the large reservoirs. Head out on a sunny afternoon to a neighborhood pond
or golf course water hazard, and
bring a few of your trout patterns.
Try some #10 Wooly Buggers, #12
wet flies or even a dry fly or two.
Cast to warm sunny areas and retrieve slowly. If you feel a tap, set
the hook by pulling with your line
hand. Then raise your rod tip to
fight the fish. You may catch bluegills, sunfish, crappie or even a
bass. If you don’t catch much,
don’t be discouraged. The month
of April will be warmer and the
fish will be more active. In the
next article I will share several
warm water fly patterns that never
fail. There will also be descriptions of rigging and fishing techniques. Warm water fly fishing is
not rocket science, but what I will
explain will ensure that you catch
plenty of fish and have so much
fun it might be embarrassing.

Dennis Galyardt

JEWELER’S ROUGE
When we all started our fly tying,
the standard bobbin holder was a
stainless-steel barreled type. Then
you were probably told to discard
them as they will fray your thread.
Get ceramic instead. Interesting in
that some of the best tiers in the
country ONLY use stainless tube
bobbin holders. So how in the
heck do they keep them from fraying and breaking thread? Simple,
jeweler’s rouge and a toothpick.
If you find that your thread is fraying or breaking from a burr in the
barrel, take a toothpick, coat the
end with some jeweler’s rouge,
then twist around in the top of the
barrel until it is smooth. That’s it.
This was a tip from Frank Matarelli (the whip finish tool guy) to
Wayne Luallen years ago. Wayne
has never had to buy a new holder
and has used his holder received
from Frank for decades. The
cheap bobbin holders are all you
need, no use in spending more
that you have to.
If you check with a local jeweler,
he may give you a small piece of
rouge, or if you want to splurge,
you can buy about a thousand
years’ worth with a $5.00 kit from
Harbor Freight.
Dave Boyer

Don’t Forget!
Fly Tying
Every Friday
At Dally’s
1:00 to 5:00
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cast of flies related to the caddis
species, for the lough angler often
as not that would include flashy
flies such as the Butcher, Alexandra, Peter Ross, etc.
I had the experience of using gut
casts. I can assure you guys that
you would not wish to go back to
those times because gut has to be
soaked before you can use it; and
it did not have great knot strength.
Of course, the availability of
spooled nylon became of use. That
allowed anglers to make their own
leaders and attach flies of choice.
Albeit when tapered leaders were
available, most wet fly anglers did
not use them for the reasons that
you were stuck with a regular
length of line, normally 9ft which
was too short. The ideal wet fly
leader is one of more or less a continuous length of same diameter
line as the diameter of the line
should be related to the fly hook
size used, not so much its breaking
strain.
I was initially taught in the late 50s
to attach the nylon from the spool
directly to the silk fly line, and this
method stayed with me for a very
long time. In fact l still use it today
at times.
OK! You may ask how do you
then allow for the long leader and
team of flies to turn over? It’s very
simple, your ability to cast it that
way. Granted a tapered leader has
use. That said, it is not the answer
if you have inherent casting issues.
No fly line or leader configuration
will solve those problems.
In the case of casting a long leader
with a team of wet flies attached to

detached droppers, they should
land on the water surface softly
and in a direct straight line from
the fly line with no jumbled mess.
Those flies should, when set to the
water surface, be in a position that
a fish is able to take and you
should be in a position to raise the
rod and set the hook.
I cannot go into great detail so far
as what is needed to achieve that. I
would have to watch you cast to
help correct the problems. Other
than to say it’s mainly down to
both rod and line control and directing the angle of the fly line related to the rod stop position.
That when the team of flies has
extended, all energy transferred is
exhausted.
Leaders. More or less my standard
set up for a dry line system is this:
3ft 2ft 1ft. From the fly line 3ft of
20lb clear amnesia, 2ft of 15 lb.,
1ft of 10 or 12lb. I do not wish to
use the FL Amnesia. If you cannot
obtain the Amnesia, then you can
go with the butt section of a standard leader for the 6ft butt. There
are many reasons why l prefer Amnesia, mainly that it will lay
straight when stretched, something most tapered leaders will not
do.
To the end of the Amnesia l make
a simple overhand knot, but do
not tighten it up. Now you will
need at least a 4ft section of the
line you are going to use for your
leader. For general dry line using
hook sizes 14/16, 4lb or 5x. Place
the end of the leader line through
the open overhand knot and tighten it, you will have the leader line

now trapped. Now above the
snugged knot tie your leader material around the butt section, I use
my Davy knot, Duncan loop is ok.
Once you have that done and
tight, drawn the knot down to the
overhand knot. Make sure all is
tight and cut off the surplus. You
are now ready to attach your next
section of leader which will form
with its tag end your top dropper.
This knot connection needs be at
least 2ft from the butt section
knot. You will need 5ft of line. Tie
a 3 turn surgeons knot but make
sure that the lower tag is at least 5
ins in length or more. To that you
will do the same for the next dropper length section. You should
never have less than 25 ins between the upper tag, (I prefer 30
ins for dry line) mid and end of
the leader. Now hold the mid tag,
bring back to the upper tag the
end of your leader. You should
have more or less the same spaced
distance above and below the middle tag. If it’s a little longer, no
problem, ideally the same. This
will allow for a more balanced
leader for 3 flies, if fishing two
flies, then no need to attach the
top dropper fly. The same also if
using only one fly at tail.
I have used every connection out
there to form droppers and overall, you will not beat 3 turn surgeons. Loop connections are a
waste of time. If you break off the
dropper or it becomes too short.
It’s very simple to attach a new
dropper length. Simply tie above
the dropper knot around the leader a length of leader line with a
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knot of your choice. (I use my
own) Then bring it below the knot
and make a simple overhand knot
to lock it in. In fact, you can just
leave the attached dropper length
above the knot, what we term as
free swinging.
It is very important that the top
dropper fly has a dropper length
of at least 5 ins or more. Often l
will have as much as 10. The reason is this, that you can by use of
rod angle and opposite hand recovery of the fly line, maintain the
fly attached to the dropper working in, off and through the meniscus without the leader line above
and below touching the water. The
fish should only see the fly.
Upstream presentations. Here I
will generally be using soft hackles,
spiders, and small winged wet flies.
More or less, you will be presenting either a single or as many as 4
flies. It largely depends on what
the trout are doing by choice, but
assume l am going to use 2 or 3.
Assume that you have 3 dry flies
attached to your leader. The only
difference is you can see the dry
flies. In the case of wet flies they
will be sunk, but you must know
exactly where they are at all times
as indication of a take may be just
a slight movement in the water
surface. At times maybe a splashy
rise, or just a simple slowdown or
the downstream track of the flies
and leader. Focus is the name of
the game here.
Assume you are standing facing
upstream, river is to your right,
you will initially present the flies
upstream but with a degree of angle that allows the flies to track at
an angle across the stream flow,

never in a direct line. You want
the fish to see separated flies. If
they are too close together, the fish
may well be confused which one
to take.
The flies must track at the same
pace as the current with you causing them to migrate. Otherwise,
your intention is to present the
flies in a manner that a natural fly
would be seen, which will take a
great deal of practice as it amounts
to perfect control of both rod and
line hand working in conjunction
with each other. Generally, you
will not be making very long casts
albeit at times l may well have 20
to 40 ft for what we call short line
drifts. That is you are presenting
flies to a zone you know fish are
present.
By far upstream to across presentations are far more challenging that
the across and downstream swing
and strip methods, but l can assure
you will be more deadly than the
former, particularly when fish are
seen to surface feed and are interested to rise to the surface to take.
There may be cases that I will have
a longer leader system than that l
have talked about for the STD dry
line. I may also reduce diameter of
line to 6x for fishing small flies 16
to 20 hook size. It all depends on
what the fish are doing given the
prevailing conditions at that time.

DW

Weather Cancellation
Policy
NAFF Activities or Meeting will be cancelled or
postponed when the
Mountain Home Public
Schools Cancel Classes.
Check KTLO radio website for school closing
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Events of Interest to NAFF Members

Sowbug Roundup Stuff!
Sowbug 2020 is gone but not forgotten. Live Sowbug vicariously and virtually and get that Sowbug
merchandise that you were too socially distant to purchase at the show (that wasn’t)! We have 2020
Sowbug Roundup Pins, Sowbug insulated stainless steel adult beverage imbibers and Sowbug hats
for sale.
Sowbug Roundup 2020 pin - $5.00 + (1st Class postage $1.00) - total $6.00
Sowbug Roundup insulated adult beverage imbiber - $10.00 + (Priority mail envelope $9.00) - Total
$19.00
Sowbug Roundup Hat - $15.00 + (Priority mail envelope $9.00) Indicate ID number of hat desired. Total $24.00
Save some money and buy all three. They will fit in one priority mail envelope!
Soon we will have our web page up to purchase these items over the internet. In the meantime you
can order from Patty Lueken at 271 Plane Tree Ln, Mountain Home, AR 72653.
(plueken@luekenlaw.com) If you live locally or will be in town, we can arrange to put the merchandise in your hands at a convenient socially distant location

