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2021 Sowbug Cancelled

More or less daily l receive
emails or calls related to wet fly
flies, fishing, and choice of suitable tackle. Therefore, l will endeavor in the next few months
to answer many of those questions albeit l would need a large
publication to do so.
In past issues l have talked
about some of the history related to wet fly fishing which has
its roots both in the UK and
other EU countries many hundreds of years ago. Wet flies or
shall we say flies that sink were
foremost used over and above
dry flies historically. The general means to present these flies
was with a switch rod, hat is
Cont. Pg. 13

As you may have noticed in the
President’s Report, the NAFF
BOD has made the decision to
cancel the 2021 Sowbug Roundup. This was a difficult decision,
but necessary.
Last fall we decided to delay Sowbug from March to May. At the
time we hoped that the COVID
situation might be sorted out by
May and that there would be a
modicum of normalcy. Anyone
who follows the news can see that
is not likely the case. The number
of cases and deaths from COVID
are at an all time high. The rollout
of the vaccine has been slow. The
“experts” are saying that we might
not start getting back to “normal”
before next fall.
The shoulder to shoulder crowds
and close discussions with tyers
give Sowbug a lot of potential for
being a “super spreadCont. Pg. 2
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er” event. We really don’t want
that!
The uncertainty of the COVID
situation will make it difficult to
find volunteers, tyers, vendors,
and attendees. We are better
served to save our efforts for a bigger and better show in 2022.
We are all looking forward to
Sowbug 2022 to be held on
March 24, 25, and 26, 2022.
If you have any questions, you can
contact me, Mike Tipton, at tipton1064@gmail.com or 870-4048845.

Weather Cancellation
Policy
NAFF Activities or Meeting will be cancelled or
postponed when the
Mountain Home Public
Schools Cancel Classes.
Check KTLO radio website for school closing

Nicer Weather is Coming!
January President’s
Message

Happy New Year to all. First, I
would like to thank all the tiers
that donated flies for the Salvation
Army Kettle Drive. As we did not
want to expose ourselves doing a
bell ringing session, we held a
“raffle”. Those who donated to
Salvation Army at one of the kettles set up at our five fly shops,
also put their phone number in
and became eligible for a box of
flies. We ended up with seven boxes of 5 dozen flies per box and
raised $585 dollars and a Silver
Liberty Dollar Coin. Jimmy T,
owner of Wishes and Fishes, asked
to give his winning draw to a deserving youth. For that box, I decided Elijah Cooke, one of the
young men with CTO and frequent visitor to Natural State Fly
shop was deserving. He greatly appreciated the flies.
I plan on taking a more positive
look toward 2021. BUT, unfortunately, even with the COVID-19

vaccines becoming available, we do
not think it will be effective in time
to host the re-scheduled Sowbug
Roundup we had planned in May.
Too many “what ifs,” a lot of planning, plus the tiers need to feel safe
coming to a large event. As we
(most of our age group) are typically
the most vulnerable, we have decided to forgo even the re-scheduled
event. So, let’s look to March 2022
for the next Sowbug Roundup. Not
sure when the Van Matre Senior
Center will be back open so we can
get back to having monthly meetings. I miss seeing all of you and
hearing “fish” stories we can laugh
at.
I sincerely wish all a good 2021.
Even if we cannot have meetings or
host the Sowbug, get out there and
fish, as that is an easy “social distance” activity. With the reservoirs
close to Power Pool, we are seeing
more wadeable water in the White
and Norfork, I just hope it warms
up a bit as I hate frozen fingers.
Dave Boyer

NAFF is sponsoring a fishing outing to the big pond at Country Oakes B&B near
Mountain View on Thursday, Nov. 12. As this is a pandemic outing, we are expecting

Fly of the Month
Achieve Fame & Fortune
Contribute an Article
The “Fly of the Month” is looking
for contributions. We need fly patterns that are fished locally. Ideally
patterns that are appropriate for
the season. We don’t need another gold ribbed hare’s ear unless it
is a fly that you fish locally and
catch fish. There are lots of flys
and we local fishermen have lots
of variations. Let’s see your special
variation of the GRHE that caught
the big brown below the dam at
Bull Shoals!
Here is what “Fly of the Month”
needs:
A fly. You can drop it off at Dally’s
for me to pick up.
The recipe for the fly.
Tying directions or tricks, if needed.
Short anecdote about how your fly
helped you catch the big one.
You can contact me (Mike Tipton)
at 870-404-8845 or tipton1064@gmail.com.
I am looking forward to an overflowing in basket of fly patterns!

Don’t Forget!
Fly Tying
Every Friday
At Dally’s
1:00 to 5:00

Membership Report
Meet Victor Edwards
Your New Membership
Director

Hello. My name is Victor Edwards
and I took over as the Membership Chair as of January 1st. I’d
like to start with a big “Thank
you” and “Well done” to Paul
Ashton the former Membership
Chair. During the transition, it
became obvious that Paul had put
a lot of work into keeping things
squared away and in order. As a
club member I am grateful to him
for his efforts. As the guy replacing
him, I am keenly aware that he left
some big shoes to fill.
My wife Sheryl and I moved to
Mountain Home almost two years
ago after full timing in an RV for
4 years. You might have seen me
around at Dally’s Fly Shop. I work
there one day a week, occasionally
two, and recently got added to the
shop’s guide roster. I focus on
keeping it on a part time basis, so I
have plenty of time to fish. After
close to 50 years of flinging flies at
different species of fish, I guess I
still like to feel the tug as much as
ever. Just trying to balance the
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“some” of it. Some days I fish,
some days I row.
I am a FFI Life Member going
back to somewhere around the
mid to late 1990s and served on
the Great Lakes Council and at
the local level. I spent several
years involved with other nonprofit organizations so volunteering doesn’t seem completely foreign to me. I look forward to
helping out as best I can as well
as meeting new people.
Feel free to call me (989745-2553) or drop me an email if
there is anything I can do to help
make NAFF membership better
for you.
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Winter Tenkara

handed. Which means that in the
winter one hand can be squeezing
a hand warmer in a pocket in your
fleece jacket while the other hand
holds the fly rod. What’s more is
that Tenkara fishing does not entail stripping in a cold, wet fly line
between casts. The casting hand
remains dry and relatively warm
within its fingerless glove. You do
have fingerless gloves?
As everyone knows, the fly line on
a Tenkara rod is attached at its
outer end. There are no line
guides on the rod. Because there
are no guides, there are no guides
to ice up when fishing in very cold
weather. One unique problem associated with winter fly fishing just
does exist when fishing Tenkara.

Almost daily, it seems like, another Tenkara fisher comes out of the
closet. Soon there are going to be
two kinds of fly fishers. Those that
fish Tenkara and those that are
going to fish Tenkara!
There are a lot of good reasons to
fish Tenkara. They have been discussed at length in previous issues
of the NAFF newsletter. But there
is a reason that is seldom mentioned. Perhaps it takes an expatriate Minnesota resident to recognize this unique capability of Tenkara. It is perfect for winter fly
fishing! Huh?
What is the main problem of winter? Cold! What come with cold?
Cold extremities, cold water, ice!
These problems become easy to
handle with Tenkara.
A unique characteristic of Tenkara
is that you can cast and fish one

So, when fishing Tenkara during
cold weather, one hand can stay
toasty and dry and the other stays
relatively warm and dry … until
you land a fish. But that entails a
brief interval when both hands get
wet. But soon one hand goes back
to toasty mode and the other hand
is a little chilled … until you swap
the hand that is in toasty mode.
So, try Tenkara because it will increase your fish catching capability. Stay with Tenkara because it
helps keep your hands warm in
the wintertime.
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Warm Water Fishing
“Who’s Ready for
Spring?”
Well, I am for sure! Yes, I know, it
hasn’t been that bad so far and it
may just end up being a fairly mild
winter this year. But, still yet,
spring just can’t get here soon
enough for some of us! Yep, with
warmer air temperatures come
warmer water temperatures and
before you know it we’ll be throwing Clousers for white bass and
Boogle Bugs for bluegill and deer
hair frogs for largemouth and ….
well, you get the picture! But before all this “wonderfulness” (yes,
that’s a word) gets here in a couple
of months, let’s discuss some of
the “wheres and hows” to some of
our area waters so that your springtime outings may hopefully be a
little more productive.
Alright, the “Wheres” first. We
have an amazing variety of fishable
waters here in our area! Not only
do we have two incredible cold
water fisheries in our backyard,
but warmwater opportunities
abound as well! Bull Shoals and
Norfork Lakes both contain a multitude of species and both offer
accessibility to fly fishers casting
flies from either the bank or boat.
Obviously having access to a boat
or other watercraft will open up a
larger fishable area, but there are
still ample productive areas that
land bound anglers can access.
On Norfork Lake, there’s Pigeon
Creek area off 201 North, Cranfield access located off of 62 East

and Jimmy Creek area on Bull
Shoals Lake. All of these offer
“park and walk” opportunities for
those fishing from the bank as well
as kayaks, float tubes or boat. Also,
the AGFC mapper 3.0 website can
be very “useful” to those willing to
get out and do a little creative exploring!
Crooked Creek
and the Buffalo River both have an
abundance of areas that are both
wadeable and floatable. Smallmouth bass are the “big” attraction
for most anglers here and for good
reason. However, for “all out fun”,
try casting a Fat Albert or other
small spider/popper imitation near
the bank on a 3 or 4wt rod! At
times there literally seems to be no
end to the number of beautiful
longear sunfish willing to aggressively take your fly!
In addition to all of these “well
known” waters in the area, we now
have a “newer” park located in
Mountain Home called McCabe

Park. It has a wonderful series of
easily accessible ponds that are
home to sunfish, largemouth bass,
catfish and grass carp. There’s
even a beautifully constructed picnic shelter there courtesy of yep,
NAFF!
Alright, now that we’ve covered
some of the “Wheres” let’s talk
about some of the “Hows”. Now
without getting overly technical in
regards to “This weight rod works
best for this situation and that fly
works best for this fish” I’m going
to keep this part fairly simple in
regards to gear. Simplicity was one
of the aspects of fly fishing that I
appreciated from the beginning
and still do! With that said, when
I’m guiding there are typically several rods in the boat that are specifically set up to “best” accommodate a specific species and or situation. That being said, for most of
the time, having a couple of different weight rods at hand will typi-
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cally suffice for a few hours on the
water, depending upon the situation.
For those reading this article that
may be newer to fly fishing and/or
for those that may be feeling a little intimidated by all the “choices”
of weight rods and lines etc., let
me suggest that you don’t “over”
analyze what you think you need!
For example, that favorite 5wt outfit that does a great job casting a
woolly bugger for trout, will be
just fine for throwing say a Boogle
Bug for smallmouth on Crooked
Creek. However, there are a few
minor changes that can be made
when you switch gears from say
trout to smallmouth that can
make your setup “fish” more effectively. For example, that 9’ 5x leader tipped with Fluorocarbon that
works great for trout on the
White, won’t work quite as well as
a slightly shorter stiffer leader
that’ll turn that heavier “nonaerodynamic” BIG yellow popper
over while fishing for smallmouth
on Crooked Creek. How about
that 8 weight streamer rod used
for big browns on the White? It’ll
be great for everything from Largemouth to hybrids on Norfork
Lake. You may however consider
switching that sink tip out for a
heavier front end floating line like
a RIO Outbound Short for throwing big air resistant poppers and
streamers. Or, you can actually
leave the sink tip on for those
times that a streamer fished a little
deeper to schooling fish works
well.
The point is, many times you can

easily adapt one outfit to fit another fishing situation (within reason), that is casting similar sized
flies to similar sized fish. Other
times however changing the size of
the outfit based on the size of the
species you’re chasing would typically be a better option.
So, in closing let me encourage
you to visit your local fly shops
when you have a fly fishing question, especially in regards to our
area. We have such diversity here
(as it relates to fishing opportunities) and that can sometimes seem
a little overwhelming when you
want to branch out and try something new. So ask questions when
you have them, be adventurous
and get out there and see how
much fun it can be to chase some
of the many warmwater species
that we have right here in our own
backyard!

Michael Schraeder
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Musings of a Fly Fishing
Guide
“The Most Important Factor
in Catching A Trout”
What is the single most important
factor that contributes to a trout
taking our artificial fly? Is it the fly
pattern we choose, the leader setup, the stealth, the perfect cast,
the presentation of our fly? Or
maybe it’s some other contributing
factor that I haven’t mentioned.
Have you ever thought about that
question? Through the years, you
may have read several magazine
articles on the subject. You have
probably been involved in a conversation with your fishing friends
about what’s important and what’s
not when it comes to having a
trout take your fly. We all would
agree that there are several important factors leading up to hooking a fish on our flies, but if you
had to rank them from least important to most important, what
would be at the top? I am going to
stick my neck out here and give
you my personal thoughts on the
subject. I expect some of you will
agree with me, while others just
might have their own ideas of
what that most important factor
really is. That’s okay, because it’s
been a much-debated topic for
many years; and I expect it will
continue to be in the foreseeable
future!
When I was growing up as a
young, inspired angler, I was
taught that presentation was the
most important factor in catching
a fish. As you know, there is a

chain of events that takes place
when we deliver a fly to a waiting
trout, then convince that trout to
eat our fly. From the fly pattern we
select, to making a good accurate
cast, then having a great presentation to where a trout sees our offering as food. That last factor, the
presentation, was the key factor—
according to my father—and I grew
up under his guidance. In my
smallmouth and largemouth bass
fishing days, I believed presentation to be the primary factor in my
catching success. Some of you
would probably agree with that
assessment. But is presentation
really the most important factor?
After many years spent fishing a
variety of species, I have now
changed my mind on what I believe the most important factor is
in fishing. Sorry, Dad! It’s not that
presentation isn’t important in
fishing. It is. However, I would
place it as the second most important factor. For me, the most

important factor is always location, location, location. If you are
fishing a spot along the White River that doesn’t hold fish, all the
factors that go into hooking a
trout are null and void. You won’t
catch any fish! It doesn’t make any
difference what fly pattern you
use, how well you cast, or how
good your presentation is. No fish
at the location where you are fishing means no fish caught. Pretty
simple when you think about it!
You must find a good location
where trout are staged or found
feeding, then follow that up with a
good presentation and then you’re
in business. Location, presentation, and the right fly all go handin-hand, but location is my number one factor, followed closely by
presentation and then fly selection. Use this formula and you
will catch trout or any other game
fish:
Location + Presentation + Fly Selection = Success!
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Remember that these three primary factors are so closely linked to
one another that you may have to
rearrange their order at various
times to become a successful angler. The angler who can do that
will be more successful than most.
Remember, though, that my advice is to always start with location,
location, location!

Danny Barker
Fly Fishing Guide

Fly Tying Tip
Trimming Hackle
Watching a Tim Flagler video, he
did a very effective technique to
add lead wraps behind a slotted
bead on a jig head fly. Once you
have your bead installed on the jig
hook, start your thread, then insert the end of your lead into the
back of the slot of the bead (Photo
#1). Take two or three thread
wraps over the lead, leaving the
thread at the back of the bead.
Wrap your lead just in front of
your thread which helps keep your
wraps tight (Photo #2). Once you
have the number of lead wraps, tie
off as you would other materials
with your thread. You only need
about three or four wraps over the
lead, then helicopter off the lead.
(Photo #3 and #4). It leaves you
with a clean set of wraps and they
do not move or want to twist. You
can also use this with standard
beads and lead only on a hook.
With the lead only, the small tip
and tag ends provide a bit of a step
for doing a taper from bare hook
to larger diameter of the lead
wraps. Very effective technique for
applying lead and reducing waste.
Dave Boyer

Photo 1

Photo 2

Photo 3

Photo 4
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Magness Oil Sprill Update: 12/7/2020

The following information regarding the diesel fuel leak into the
White River at Cotter in March is
based on interviews and site visits
by Mike Risk, board member, and
Steve Blumreich, president of
Friends of the North Fork and
White Rivers.
Gary Flippin, owner/operator of
Rim Shoals Resort, noticed a film
of diesel fuel on the water at Rim
Shoals Monday morning, March
23, and followed the film upriver
to where it originated at Cotter.
By Monday morning, Magness Oil
personnel had contained the leak
from the plant and ADEQ Emergency Response personnel were on
site monitoring conditions.
Diesel fuel floats on the surface of
the water; and because of the high
flows in the White River, the fuel
was diluted and carried downriver
relatively rapidly.
According to Christy Graham, supervisor of the Arkansas

Game and Fish Commission
Trout Management Program,
AGFC personnel were on the
White River Monday morning to
investigate any potential impacts
of the spill; but did not observe
any fish kills downriver from Cotter.
Mike Risk and I visited the Magness bulk plant site in Cotter
Wednesday afternoon, March 25.
Mr. Jeff Magness showed us the
source of the leak, explained how
it occurred, estimated the amount
of diesel fuel leaked at 500-800
gallons, and described what had
been done to stop the leak by removing all fuel from the tank and
the clean-up work at the site. The
Southern Company from Little
Rock was retained to remediate
the site in compliance with ADEQ
regulations. ADEQ personnel
were on site at the time of our visit. Mr. Magness indicated the bulk
plant hadn’t been used in several

years except for this one instance
and was now going to be dismantled to ensure it will not be used
in the future.

Jeff Magness (right) shares details
of spill to Steve Blumreich (left)
Picture by Mike Risk

In June, ADEQ requested Magness provide a formal remediation
plan to clean up the site, including
the dismantling of the tanks and
fuel system and removal of contaminated soil.

According to ADEQ “at this time,
(December 7, 2020) site assessment is ongoing, so no closure

Page 10

status report is available. Interim
measures were performed to remove the above ground storage
tanks and contaminated soil located on the subject property, and a
site assessment work plan to further assess environmental conditions is currently under review by
the ADEQ.”

I have asked ADEQ for remediation and closure details and will
provide further details as they are
available.
Please contact me if you have additional information regarding this
matter or other concerns you have
regarding water quality issues in
our area.
And please remember to renew
your Friends of the North Fork
and White Rivers membership or
join if you are not currently a
member. Your membership support is critical for helping protect
our North Arkansas water resources.
Thank you,
Steve Blumreich
President
Friends of the North Fork and
White Rivers
417-839-0193
Sblum1326@gmail.com

Sheathed Drag Chain
Technology Revisited
In the June 2020 NAFF Newsletter, I published an article entitled
Drag Chain Next Generation.
This article highlighted the safety
and environmental advantages of
applying a sturdy shrink wrap to
the chain, and affixing a 175 lb.
breaking strength zip tie from the
drag chain rope to the boat bow
eye as a breakaway device in the
unlikely event that the chain
snagged on the bottom. The assembly also incorporated a large
inflatable boat fender below the
zip tie to serve as a marker buoy
for retrieval in the event that the
chain does break away. The assembly worked well in many ways,
with safety being a primary consideration. In the months that
followed, we had no hang-ups at
all either on my boat or Danny
Barker’s guide boat. Only a few
minor tugs that could have resulted in hang-ups had we been using
an unsheathed chain. Conversely,
an acquaintance of mine reported
an incident that could easily have
ended in tragedy. He was fishing
using an unsheathed drag chain,
and was scampering about the
boat to gain good positions for
casting. He was on the back-deck
casting towards the bank when his
chain snagged on the bottom of
the river. He was thrown off the
deck and into the river. He wasn’t wearing a life jacket, and with
the shock of taking an unplanned
dive into very cold water, he al-

most drowned. I just heard about
this recently and plan to invite
him out onto the river soon to see
my sheathed drag chain setup.
He has been wearing a life jacket
since the incident.
Another important advantage in
using a sheathed drag chain is for
environmental reasons. A very
old regulation that prohibited use
of drag chains on the Norfork
tailwaters has been rescinded
starting in 2021. The regulation
was originally put in place out of
concern that drag chains would
scour the bottom of the river,
damaging habitat for aquatic insects and other life forms. A
sheathed drag chain has no exposed rough surfaces and slides
along with minimal impact to river bottom habitat. It could be
argued that a sheathed chain has
less impact than cleated boots
used by wade fishermen. Certainly, it is in our best interest to be
environmentally conscious in preserving our river’s habitats by using a sheathed drag chain.
In my prior article, the shrink
wrap used to sheath our drag
chains appeared to be tough and
slick, allowing the chain to slither
along the bottom of the river
quite smoothly. We did discover
one fallacy with the assembly, and
that was the wear resistance of the
shrink wrap. While it appeared
to be very tough, the river bottom
was even tougher, and the shrink
wrap wore down more quickly
than we anticipated. Our goal
was to provide a long-lasting
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shrink wrap on the front of the
hose and allow an overlap to
shrink wrap the rope itself. Use
a little duct tape to seal off the
boundary of the shrink wrap and
rope. Between the shrink wrap
and the tight fit of the chain inside the hose, we have found no
movement of the chain inside
the hose. It is held tightly in
place.

sheath, and so it was time to consider alternatives.
Paul Schoeffler, our lead engineer
on the project, used his innovative spirit and came up with a new
idea. Rather than use shrink
wrap for the entire drag chain
sheath, he decided to try automobile coolant hose as the sheath.
He continued to use a 3-foot section of 5/16” galvanized chain,
and then pulled 1” ID coolant
hose around it to serve as the
sheath. Both items are available
in local retail outlets. The hose is
many times thicker than the
shrink wrap and is also softer.
There is an assembly challenge in
pulling the chain through the
hose. It’s a very tight fit. Begin
by threading one end of the drag
chain rope through the hose.
Loop it through the end link of
the chain and feed the rope back
through the hose using an electrical fish tape or other piece of stiff
wire. Then lubricate the chain

and interior of the hose thoroughly with WD-40 or equivalent. Use
the doubled rope to pull the
chain into the hose, keeping your
other hand on the outside of the
hose just ahead of the front end
of the moving chain. If you grip
and pull the back end of the hose,
it will serve as a Chinese handcuff
and stop forward progress of the
chain. Once the chain is completely inside the hose, finish the
job by applying 2” diameter

We have now used this new drag
chain sheath for several months,
and I can confidently report on
results. There are two distinct
advantages that we noticed right
away. If you read my previous
article, you noticed that we deploy the drag chain at the start of
our day and leave it in the water
until it’s time to load out. While
running up-river, the sheathed
chain is pulled back underneath
the boat and rides beneath the
hull. The shrink-wrapped chain
slapped the hull periodically with
a pronounced “thunk” while the
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automotive hose sheath delivers a
soft “thud”. Another advantage
is draining out the chain when it’s
pulled out of the river at the end
of the day. The water drains out
of the automotive hose sheath
very quickly because it is not compressed around the links of the
chain.

ter five months of use, I am confident that my drag chain sheath
will last 1-2 more months before
needing to be replaced. When
the time comes, I plan to cut the
old hose sheath off with a box
knife and slide on a new one.
Results on Danny Barker’s guide
boat were a different matter.

Performance wise, we noticed no
differences between the two versions of sheathed drag chains.
Both held the boat in line with
river flow during drifts and also
did not hang up on the river bottom. We have noticed wear on
the automotive hose sheath. Beneath the surface of the hose,
there is a cotton weave mesh that
showed up fairly soon after several
days on the river. I use my boat
solely for recreational purposes,
and am on the river one or two
days almost every week.
My
sheath has worn through the cotton mesh in several places, and
there is a tiny glimmer of chain
peeking through in one spot. Af-

Danny installed his new drag
chain sheath about the time that
people were getting out from under the Covid-19 lockdown and
getting outside to do some fishing. In fact, outdoor activities like
fishing were very popular activities
for people who were cooped up
inside their homes for so long. I
have a friend who works for Arkansas Game and Fish who told
me that fishing license sales this
year have soared well above levels
recorded for many years. Danny’s
guide trips went from flat-line zero to solidly booked all through
the summer and fall months. He

was out on the river 5-6 days per
week with clients and so his boat
was heavily used. His drag chain
sheath wore through after a couple of months and soon the links
were beginning to break through.
His solution was to go big and not
go home! He purchased a hose
that would fit over the automobile hose sheath with considerable
thickness. I haven’t measured the
diameter, but a baseball bat comes
to mind. I told him that he could
defeat any wild or mythical beast
that comes after him on the river
armed with that hose. We were a
bit concerned about the weight of
this rig, especially in low water
conditions, but so far it has performed well and has a lot of wear
remaining before he needs to replace it.
So, there you have it folks. We
like the automobile hose sheath
for reasonable recreational use. It
provides the safety and environmental benefits we were looking
for and is an upgrade over the
shrink wrap. For heavy guide
boat use, we are still evaluating
Danny Barker’s super-sized rig so
stay tuned for further updates.
If you want more detailed information on drag chain/sheath
components and installation,
please contact Paul Schoeffler at
schoeffler99@gmail.com.
Dave Schisler

Page 13

more or less a long pole that
had attached to its tip end a
length of line which could have
been made by different means
and different materials. To that
the flies were attached. About
the closest to that today is now
termed Tenkara. Albeit it has
some difference of origins.
The term switch rod today is
not the same. This term now is
more or less used as a marketing factor for a double handed
rod to which a reel is attached.
By definition, a switch rod is
one that enables a change of
direction to the angle of presentation, that any rod would allow
… a switch cast.
Today with the combinations of
different fly lines and modern
filaments for leaders, we are
well able to present wet flies in
manners that were not possible
in the past.
The flies. (UK and EU origins}
There are many variations of
wet flies. Traditional wet fly
fishing in the UK generally refers both to the type of fly and
the methods of presenting and
fishing those flies.
So, to briefly cover this more l
will give you a better understanding of what we are talking
about. In the first place there
are hundreds of different fly
patterns that evolved some 100
years ago. Many are still very
popular today but, by and large,
the vast majority are not used or

A “cast” of Wet Flys

hardly known today.
We also have fly patterns that
were innovated for use in different water systems for Salmonid
species: Atlantic salmon, Brown
trout, and sea trout. So, we see
differences in the fly patterns
used for the different water system. Albeit there is some close
relationship based on species,
flies used and methods of fishing those flies. Even the famous
English chalk stream, the river
Test, renowned for its Brown
trout fishing, has runs of Atlantic salmon and sea trout as
does, today, the London river
Thames.

The winged wet flies.
This category for wet fly patterns is by far the largest, it
comprises many variations
which often have a relationship

to species found for that particular water system, the geographical area of that water system
and the nature of that water system. So, we see a difference between the rivers found in the
northern regions of England
and the huge limestone loughs
of Ireland or the wild natural
lakes of Scotland for the particular fly patterns of choice.
In the case of winged wet flies,
anglers would in the UK term
this as use for such fly patterns
as traditional. That is a team of
flies fished in the traditional
lough style.
Not to confuse the issue further, there is a basis of understanding. In the case of winged
wet flies, we can term them as
either patterns that in some way
imitate a species such as the
caddis, mayfly, or chironomid,
which would include flies such
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as the dark or med olive, Hares
ear, March brown, Alder, Iron
blue dun, Woodcock and
green, Williams, and so on.
Further there are many winged
wet fly patterns which come under the name of a particular river system such as the Clyde,
Usk, Taff, or Irfon.
We then have fly patterns that
we can term more as deceivers,
such as the Teal and red, Teal
and black, or Teal and yellow,
the Mallard and claret series,
Invicta, Wickham’s, silver Invicta, and so on. These patterns
may not closely represent natural species; but due to the color,
style of fly and when fished during emergence of species, they
can be very effective indeed.
The third category are what we
would term as attractors or flies
of fancy. By no means do they
look like any organism the fish
will likely see but they certainly
will on any given day be a killer.
Such fly patterns include the
Bloody Butcher, Heckham,
Dunkeld, Kingfisher, Freemans,
and Don.
Interesting here is that the vast
majority of winged wet fly patterns that largely later evolved
here in the USA would come
under the above category. Many
of the traditional winged wet fly
patterns of the UK had already
made their way across the pond
at this time. Fact is, the main
species of quarry fished for was

the Brook trout in the eastern
regions and species such as bass
not found in the UK. Further
in many eastern rivers they had
introductions of migrating species such as shad.
In general, a winged wet fly
comprises of 5 elements: tail,
body, rib, hackle, and wing.
There may be variations such as
the addition of JC cheeks, formations in wings of different
material and so on.
So why are there not many
winged wet fly patterns available
in fly shops? Several reasons:
including that anglers today
seek more the flies of modern
innovation and the style of fishing wet flies no longer has the
same interest. Few persons
choose to tie winged wet flies as
that is not so easy compared to
a soft hackle or a bead head
nymph. In my case l learned
those skills back in the 60s and
can supply the needs for both
my guide business and customers who wish to obtain winged
wet flies.

ally, these patterns are fished as
the top dropper and in doing so
are dabbled through the meniscus and l have caught 100s of
trout in my time using flies of
this nature as a treated dry fly;
but that is not traditional wet
fly fishing as such.

Hackled wet flies

Soft hackle spider style fly patterns originate geographically
from all over the UK and Europe. Once again many related
to species found within those
waters. Many of the fly patterns
were related both to rivers,
streams and use for lakes and
loughs. Many of which are very
effective here for our Arkansas

Within this category the main
difference from the winged traditional wet fly is no wing and a
palmered hackle. Here again
some of these patterns do have
a semblance to natural bugs
such as the soldier and red
palmers, black bumble, beetle
patterns, and Hawthorn. Gener-

Soft hackles and spiders
Most fly fishers today have
some familiarity with a soft
hackled fly. That is a bodied fly
with a hackle wound at the
head which may come from
many different bird species.
Many of the better known flies
used today have some relationship to patterns of origin from
the north country regions of
England, but this is far from the
truth for the origination of soft
hackles and spiders. Here you
might include the Partridge and
orange, Partridge and hare’s
ear, Waterhen bloa, Snipe and
purple, GRHE, green tail, etc.,
typical fly patterns used for the
faster flowing rivers of Yorkshire.
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river systems.
Briefly this gives you a
knowledge of traditional wet fly
history. Moving on into the mid
1900s we do start to see differences. Here in the USA wet fly
fishing somewhat lost interest
mainly due to the new interest
to fish dry flies and the fact that
many rivers and lakes now contained species of trout that they
originally did not. Fly fishers
and tiers here began a different
train of thought so far as innovations for fly patterns more
closely related to species, representing the stages of insect life,
nymphs, pupa, emergers, adult
and so on. Streamer type patterns also became of more interest.
In the UK and EU similar situations took place from the
1960s, as rainbow trout were
being introduced into
manmade lakes, still waters, and
large man made reservoirs. That
now opened up for a new generation of fly fishers an opportunity to fish for trout other
than, in many cases, the limited
access rivers and streams.
As a consequence, anglers and
tiers began to make changes
from the likes of the traditional
style winged wet flies. Thus they
are not forgotten and are still in
use today. However, that said,
we do see changes in the construction of those flies both due
to the innovations of fly tyers

and the introduction of synthetic materials. Albeit they are wet
flies but not those of the traditional stable and are fished in
more or less the same manner
as the traditional winged and
palmered hackled fly patterns.
Names such as dabblers, snatchers, and the many combinations
of that style of fly pattern, many
of which l myself have innovated.
In the case of soft hackles and
spiders, more or less we see the
same scenario. Once again in
the UK and EU the older fly
patterns are still very popular.
Certainly, here in the USA we
are seeing a greater interest to
fish soft hackle spider type fly
patterns. Here again newer innovations and the availability of
newer materials have allowed
for much of that. If you have
interest to reproduce many of
the classic North Country style
patterns, then expect to cough
up some cash for the original
materials used: Pearsall’s
threads and hackles obtained
from snipe, plover, woodcock,
moorhen, jay, coot, jackdaw,
partridge etc. In many cases the
original feathers are no longer
legal, therefor alternatives have
to be used or shall we say something that is close, but not the
same. Such is the case for seal’s
fur used for many traditional
UK style wet fly patterns.

SLF standard dubbing is about
the best option here as a seal
substitute.
Many of these materials need to
be obtained from UK sources,
as there are very few sources
here, simply due to the fact that
in many cases the demand is
way higher than the limited legal harvest of the species.
If you have further interest to
tie traditional winged wet flies,
soft hackles and spiders then
you may wish to obtain my
DVD related to tying Wet Flies.
It will teach you all you need to
know.

Davy
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Events of Interest to NAFF Members

Sowbug Roundup Stuff!
Sowbug 2020 is gone but not forgotten. Live Sowbug vicariously and virtually and get that Sowbug
merchandise that you were too socially distant to purchase at the show (that wasn’t)! We have 2020
Sowbug Roundup Pins, Sowbug insulated stainless steel adult beverage imbibers and Sowbug hats
for sale.
Sowbug Roundup 2020 pin - $5.00 + (1st Class postage $1.00) - total $6.00
Sowbug Roundup insulated adult beverage imbiber - $10.00 + (Priority mail envelope $9.00) - Total
$19.00
Sowbug Roundup Hat - $15.00 + (Priority mail envelope $9.00) Indicate ID number of hat desired. Total $24.00
Save some money and buy all three. They will fit in one priority mail envelope!
Soon we will have our web page up to purchase these items over the internet. In the meantime you
can order from Patty Lueken at 271 Plane Tree Ln, Mountain Home, AR 72653.
(plueken@luekenlaw.com) If you live locally or will be in town, we can arrange to put the merchandise in your hands at a convenient socially distant location

