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North Arkansas Fly Fishers meetings 
are held on the 3rd Tuesday of each 
month. Meetings are held at the Van 
Matre Senior Center located at 1101 
Spring St Mountain Home, AR 
72653.  Membership meeting starts at 
7:00 pm.  All members and guests are 
welcome and encouraged to attend. 

NAFF Board of Directorsô meetings 
are held on the first Tuesday of the 
month at 1:00 pm 1st Security Bank 
on 9th St. All members are welcome 
and encouraged to attend. 

Visit North Arkansas Fly Fishers 
Online at 

www.northarkansasflyfisher.org 

Officers 

President ð  Dave Boyer             (972) 670-2425  
Vice President ð Susan Parsons  (618) 791-3638 
Secretary ð  Patty Lueken            ((501) 681-0198  
Treasurer ð Pat Smith                 (870) 425-3968 
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Conservation ð Tommy Hagan   (870) 430-2091 
Property ð Kevin Boddy               (870) - 421-7804  
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Membership ð Paul Ashton         (870) 425-9230 
Past President ð Mike Tipton       (870) 404-8845 
Appd. by Pres. ð Danny Barker    (870) 424-4110 

Tale Waters is published 2nd Tues-
day of each month. Article deadline is 
1st Tuesday of the month.  
Staff: Mike Tipton & Rita Billbe 
Contact:  
       sowbug@northarkansasflyfisher.org 
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Due to the COVID-19 Pandem-
ic and the requisite social dis-
tancing there will not be a 
NAFF membership meeting in 
April. At the moment we donôt 
know when we will be able to 
have our next membership 
meeting. But you will see the 
notification first in the newslet-
ter! We will continue to publish 
the NAFF newsletter monthly 
on its current schedule. 

 Sowbug Report 

I think everyone knows that we 
cancelled the 2020 Sowbug 
Roundup. It was a painful but nec-
essary decision. When we had the 
last Sowbug meeting on March 10, 
the consensus was that we should 
carry on with the Sowbug. We had 
planned a serious regimen for wip-
ing down and sanitizing tables and 
the backs of chairs and providing 
sanitizing hand cleaner for all par-
ticipants. It seemed reasonable 
that the show should be a go. 
However in the next few days we 
got word that other fly tying shows 
had been cancelled, that some of 
our vendors dropped out 
(including Dave Whitlock and 
Harry Boyd). Long time attendees 
who drove from several states away 
called and said that they couldnôt 
make the show. At the same time 
the national news was getting 
grimmer. 

The Sowbug is setup to facilitate 
easy one on one, face to face, con-
tact between the tyers and the at-
tendees. The tyers come from all 
over the country and there is a lot 
of hand shaking and hugging. In 
normal times these are features. 
But during the time of a pandemic 
the Sowbug could become a per-
fect petri dish for 

NAFF Membership 
Meetings Canceled  
Until Further Notice 

Cont. page 2 

We Need Your Stories! 

Yes! We need your stories. Instead 
of sitting at home bemoaning your 
state, tying your zillionth gold rib 
hareôs ear, or binging in the 
ñGame of Thronesò for the ump-
teenth time why donôt  you send 
us your story. A trip report, a fish-
ing story, a ñwar storyò, a how to 
article, or a ñthoughtò piece. This 
is your opportunity to be a pundit. 
Donôt worry if you canôt spell or 
our grammar sucks. We have ex-
perts to fix that. Send to your arti-
cles to: 

 michaeltipton@centurytel.net 
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Sowbug 2019  

Weather Cancellation 
Policy 

NAFF Activities or Meet-
ing will be cancelled or 
postponed when the 
Mountain Home Public 
Schools Cancel Classes. 

Check KTLO radio web-
site for school closing 

info. 

the transmission of viruses. On 
Friday, March 13, Dave Boyer and 
I decided that we should cancel 
Sowbug. A sooner rather than a 
later decision would give at-
tendees and tyers more time to 
change travel plans and for us to 
get the word out. There was a lot 
of disappointment! 

Looking back at news over the 
past month it is clear that cancel-
ling Sowbug was the correct deci-
sion. Many of the COVID-19 
hotspots have been the results of 
conferences, funerals, and birth-
day parties attended by out of 
town participants. I am very hap-
py that Mountain Home has 
stayed out of the national news. 

We are assuming (what we hope is 
not a gross assumption) that 
things will be better by this time 
next year. We will hold a Sowbug 
Roundup 2021. The vast assort-
ment of items gathered for the 
auctions and raffles are being 
stored in a climate controlled area 
(thank you Susan Parsons). We 
will be able to hit the ground run-
ning for next year. I plan to be 
there! I hope that you will be 
there also! 

As of this writing, Arkansas is one 
of the few States that does not 
have a mandatory lockdown of 
residents. So, we are one of the 
few locations that fishing is still 
viable. With the continuing coro-
na virus issue and the cancellation 
of the Sowbug Roundup, our local 
businesses can use our help. 

Our local fly shops geared up for 
an influx of out of town/state visi-
tors that help boost their bottom 
lines during the Sowbug Round-
up. Now they have extra inventory 
and guides that have trips can-
celled and it behooves us to help 
lessen the loss those visitors would 
normally bring in. Please consider 
booking a local guide trip, look at 
the equipment and flies available 
through our shops and letôs help 
keep them afloat. The shops and 
guides support us during the year 
and we need to return the favor in 
such unfortunate times. 

The shops are also getting creative. 
Dallyôs for example, will let you 
call in with your order and will 
give you curb side service, no need 

to even go in the shop! Works for 
restaurants to help keep them in 
business, why not other industries? 

Check your local shop and I bet 
they would do the same if asked. 

We also need to support our local 
small town stores like Harps, the 
Truck Patch, Town and Country, 
Orscheln and others. Letôs help 
keep the small Mom and Pop stores 
from being hurt too much. Please 
consider them when you need gro-
ceries, pharmacies or household 
items as you shop or need deliv-
ered.  

We are still able to access our local 
waters and fish, except for the Buf-
falo River System. Until further no-
tice, all activities within the Buffalo 
River system, including the river 
access is shut down. If you do go 
fishing, please be careful and re-
spect the social distancing as the 
ramps are generally full. 

Stay safe and support our local busi-
nesses, 

David M Boyer 

April Presidentôs  

Message 
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Tom Emerick 

Gary Flippin 

Dennis & Amy Galyardt 

Bob Jensen 

Bob Krause 

Gail Lee 

Cindy Louis 

Patty Lueken 

Roger & Tracie Maler 

Ron McQuay 

Susan Parsons 

Dave Schisler 

Steve & Anne Schwerdt 

Pat Smith 

Rueben Swenson 

Mike Tipton 

Gary Woodward 

Rochelle Zimmerman 

 

A special thank you goes to 
John Glasgow, former club 
member, for his donation of 
80+ angling books.  Some of 
these classics date back to the 
early 1900ôs.  These will be 
used in the upcoming auc-
tions and raffles.  What a 
wonderful gift! 

 

Again, thank you so much.  
Dennis Galyardt 

Even though the auctions 
and raffles for the Sowbug 
Roundup never materialized, 
the quantity and quality of 
the prizes reflect the enor-
mous generosity of our club 
members.  We are so blessed 
to have received:  tackle, art-
work, books, clothing, tying 
materials, flies, tools, knick 
knacks, jewelry, vises and doz-
ens of other items for our 
show.  All of this is now ready 
for the daily raffles, silent and 
live auctions and special raf-
fles.  They are stored away, of 
course, waiting for 2021.  The 
club is so thankful and is ex-
cited for our future attendees 
to see it all.  Let us pray that 
we can again come together, 
as a fly-fishing community, to 
gather at Sowbug 2021.   

 

Our club member donors for 
the 2020 Sowbug Roundup 
include: 

Paul & Lyn Ashton 

David Asproth 

Bill & Sandy Barksdale 

Kevin Boddy             

Terry Briggs 

Grant Carter 

Thankyou Sowbug 
Club Donors! 
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Sowbug Tyersô Report 
with all his friends. We wish him 
well and hope he makes it home 
soon as his wife, Dot, is also in the 
same facility. 

David Boyer 

Fly Tying Chair 

Sowbug Roundup 

 

Tony and Dot Spezio  

NAFF Outings 

 Cancelled! 

It was sad day when we had to can-
cel Sowbug Roundup due to the 
Covid-19 virus two weeks before 
the event. Three weeks before the 
event we were still making plans to 
protect all of us. How things can 
change in a week. We had so 
many good tiers coming to demon-
strate their skills, teach us new 
flies/techniques and be presenta-
tion tiers. All that planning and 
effort now has to go on hold for 
next year.  

I want to thank all that helped and 
were going to help put on the 
event. I will count on everyone to 
keep us in mind for next year, as 
we are not going away!! I also want 
to thank all the posters on the 
Sowbug and Sowbug Friends Face-
book pages wishing us well. We 
will be. It was quite a letdown, but 
in the end the wisest decision to 
make and we will be back! All of 
you stay safe and well so we can 
see you next year. 

As an update, Tony Spezio, the 
Sowbug patriarch, is still in a care 
facility under lockdown. Not even 
family can visit, so getting infor-
mation is difficult. He turned 90 a 
few days before the Sowbug was 
ready to commence and he had 
been looking forward to visiting 

As with every other social activity, 
the NAFF Fishing Outings are on 
hold until further notice. Last 
monthôs outing on the North Fork 
of the White River was cancelled 
due to high water. This monthôs 
planned outing to the pond at the 
Country Oaks B&B in Mountain 
View has also been canceled due 
to COVID-19 social distancing 
issues. NAFF fishing outings will 
resume as soon as it is possible. 
Watch for more information in 
this location! 
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AGFC Update Throughout this situation, they 
have strived to ensure not only the 
safety of their employees, but also 
the safety of our hunters and an-
glers. Unfortunately, this pandem-
ic has resulted in the cancellation 
of several public meetings/
presentations related to trout man-
agement in Arkansas.  However, I 
look forward to getting back out 
there and interacting with you all 
again as soon as possible. 

Iôm sure that you all have seen on 
multiple occasions that fishing is 
one of the best ways to get out and 
enjoy some fresh air, while still 
practicing ñsocial distancingò.  
With that in mind the AGFC 
Commissioners, in cooperation 
with Gov. Asa Hutchinson, voted 
during a special called meeting on 
March 19th to waive all fishing 
license and trout permit require-
ments for residents and nonresi-
dents from Saturday, March 21 
through Sunday, March 29.  We 
were one of the first, if not the 
first, state fish and wildlife agency 
to temporarily waive those require-
ments.  Other states have since 
followed that lead. Our agency 
readily encouraged the public to 
take advantage of that free fishing 
opportunity and I think a lot of 
anglers did just that.  I have never 
seen so many pictures of families 
out fishing as I have in the last 
couple of weeks. In an extremely 
difficult time, a lot of really great 
life-long memories are being creat-
ed. 

All AGFC access areas on our 
trout waters remain open at this 
time to allow anglers to continue 

Hello All!  As an employee of the 
Arkansas Game and Fish Commis-
sion, I am writing to you all from 
the comfort of my ñhome officeò.  
Several weeks ago, all AGFC facili-
ties, including our office in Moun-
tain Home, were closed to the 
public due to the outbreak of 
COVID-19. Those facilities will 
remain closed until further notice. 
Effective last week, all non-
essential personnel, including my-
self, were sent to work at home to 
protect both AGFC employees 
and the public.  However, we are 
continuing to operate as normal: 
fish are being stocked, spring elec-
trofishing and netting samples are 
being conducted, and mainte-
nance is being performed through-
out the state. The ñwork-from-
homeò aspect is an adjustment for 
all AGFC employees, but I am in-
credibly proud of our agency and 
that way that our administration 
has responded to this crisis.  

fishing.  I urge you all to be re-
spectful towards one another and 
continue to practice social distanc-
ing.  We recommend you stay at 
least a fishing- rodôs length away 
from other anglers.  There are 
many reports coming in that the 
caddis are hatching and that fly-
fishing is going to be great very 
shortly.  I hope you are all able to 
take advantage and enjoy some-
thing relaxing during this crazy 
time.  Please feel to reach out to 
me with any questions you may 
have. In the meantime, I hope you 
all stay safe and healthy! 

Christy Graham 

Christy.Graham@agfc.ar.gov 
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With somewhat less generation 
during the month of March our 
tail waters have brought us a multi-
tude of different rivers to fish.  
That is to say water levels from 6 
units down to none for some short 
periods of time; and if you were 
lucky enough to catch this, it was 
stellar catching to say the least.  
Weôve seen some caddis hatch, 
some shad come through and of 
course the ever present midge 
hatch.  All courtesy of water levels 
and copious amounts of rainfall.  
Iôm sure many of you have figured 
out by now that rainfall upstream 
causes flooding downstream and 
often provides wading opportuni-
ties for our two rivers below the 
dams.  As of this writing it is rain-
ing again (my gage shows a bit over 
an inch) with more being called 
for the rest of the week.  The lake 
of course will rise some more and 
is currently just over 680 at Bull 
Shoals and 571 on the Fork with 
spillway gates open to supplement 
releases from the dam. So there 
might be a window of wading op-
portunity opening up if water lev-
els downstream become uncom-
fortable for the C.O.E.  (howôs 

that for subtle?) 

If you do get to wade or fish some 
lower levels of water, our caddis 
hatch is the place to start.  Drys 
will work but we all know most of 
the fish are actively feeding below 
the surface during a hatch and 
that is where the fly fisher is going 
to catch the better fish most of the 
time.  Two flies of course.  Mostly 
the caddis begin hatching over 
rock piles in such places like the 
Narrows or Tucker Shoals near 
faster water.  Generally, the hatch 
begins downstream and works its 
way upstream in waves.  We have 
seen this hatch last almost into 
June in the past with these waves 
moving upstream and then start-
ing again and moving upstream 
several times generally ending in 
the state park.  Although the past 
couple of years the dam area has 
come alive with some caddis.  
Drop a midge below your caddis. 

As for drys a humpy big enough 
might support a two fly tungsten 
headed rig and provide some sur-
face opportunity.  As for me Iôd 
just simply use two dry flies for my 
surface fix. Oh, that surface action 
is addicting isnôt it?   

So, April is mostly the caddis 
month, but my guess is soon the 
water is going to let loose which 
will of course change everything 
and kill the caddis gig.  Back to 
spaghetti and meatballs and high 
water.  You know worms, eggs etc., 
perhaps with a caddis dropper. 

Support your local fly shops:  
Wishes & Fishes is in operation 
and has stock.  Our web shop 

http://theflyfishing-store.com is 
up and running and we are ship-
ping orders out every day.  We 
would be happy to ship to you in 
the Twin Lakes area.  We are open 
at this time but do ask that when 
you come into the shop observe 
current protocol with distance.  
We are here to serve.  Products are 
still coming in and our selection of 
beads is good but dwindling on 
some of the bigger sizes.  If you 
like, feel free to call the shop Mon-
day-Saturday and order over the 
phone.  Special orders are wel-
come but give us some time to ac-
quire those items.  Please browse 
our web shop as there are some 
newer items up.   

Jim Traylor 

http://theflyfishing-store.com/ 

http://theflyfishing-store.com/
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Have you ever asked yourself why 
we have so many fly patterns and 
thousands of flies to go catch a 
fish on? I ask myself that question 
every time I visit a fly shop and 
look at all those flies in small trays 
or flip through a catalog with page 
after page of flies for sale. Itôs 
mind-boggling when you think 
about how many flies, we have to-
day to go fish with. Some people 
want to learn how to fly fish but 
quickly become discouraged and 
give up the idea when they see all 
those flies. They probably think 
that fly fishing is a crazy sport, and 
the people who participate in that 
sport are crazy tooðand maybe we 
are, to some extent! After all, there 
are thousands of saltwater and 
freshwater flies. How many flies 
does a fly fisherman need to go 
catch a fish (a fish that has a very 
low IQ to begin with)? Some fish-
ermen give a trout way too much 
credit for having a lot of intelli-
gence, or smarts, as I call it. Iôm 
sorry, but fish were on the low end 
of the species list when smarts 
were being handed out. Some peo-
ple got shortchanged as well, but 
thatôs another story for another 
time. Anyway, I have no idea how 
many fly patterns we have today 
and probably no one else knows 
either. I doubt anyone cares. I do 
know itôs a lot, and, in my estima-
tion, way more than we need. I 

k n o w 
many fly fishermen who carry sev-
eral boxes filled with flies, many of 
which will never be used, but they 
carry them anyway. I think if we 
eliminated fifty percent or more of 
the fly patterns we currently have 
today, or at least weed out the bad 
ones, the number of fish caught by 
anglers would not change. Thereôs 
no accountability, control or 
standards set in place when it 
comes to creating and designing 
fly patterns; so we just keep crank-
ing them out and adding to the 
pile, both good and bad fly pat-
terns. 

Most products are driven by the 
almighty dollar, and fly tying and 
distribution is no different. I think 
most of us know that, but some-
times we forget. The dollar has, to 
a large extent, helped create many 
fly patterns, both good and bad. 
To make money in the fly busi-
ness, manufacturers, wholesalers 
and retailers need to create new 
designs and new fly patterns each 
year to maintain a healthy market. 
A good example is John Barrôs 
ñCopper John,ò which has been 

the top 
fly seller for Umpqua for several 
years now. To continue the market 
growth for that fly you can now 
purchase it in green, red and vari-
ous other wire colors. I guess the 
trout got tired of the copper color 
wire, so other wire colors were 
added to continue its legacyðand, 
of course, continue the flow of 
dollars. I have actually been in a 
fly shop when a fly fisherman 
walked through the door and 
asked, ñWhat fly are the fish eat-
ing today?ò 

The shop owner quickly replied, 
ñA Copper John!ò 

ñOh, I have plenty of those,ò the 
fisherman said. 

ñBut do you have them in green 
wire?ò asked the owner. 

ñNo, I just have them in copper 
wire. Here, let me have six of your 
green ones.ò 

ñTomorrow they will probably be 
biting on the red ones,ò quipped 
the owner.   

ñWell, give me six of those, too!ò 

Musings of a Fly Fishing 
Guide 

ñWhy So Many ñ 

Fly Patterns Κò 
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ñComing right up!ò 

 Many fly tyers, commercial and 
otherwise, are always trying to 
come up with that silver bullet fly. 
You know, the fly that is capable 
of catching fish anywhere and any-
time it lands in the water. There 
are some tyers who are hard at 
work trying to come up with that 
signature fly so they can name the 
fly pattern after themselves or 
someone in the familyðmaybe 
even their dog Bowser. I guess they 
want to leave some kind of legacy 
behind. There are also fly tyers 
who just enjoy designing and creat-
ing new fly patterns. Many of these 
people are very creative and 
blessed with artistic skills, some-
thing I never had. I have known 
some people who have never fly 
fished in their life and donôt plan 
to, but they enjoy tying flies. Itôs a 
hobby for them and gives them an 

opportunity to sell their flies for a 
few dollars. I think when you add 
all this together, you can see why 
we have so many fly patterns and 
thousands of flies: the good, the 
bad, and the ugly! 

 As a fly fishing guide, my ap-
proach to tying flies is keep it sim-
ple and donôt make it difficult. As 
a trout fisherman, you should be 
able to get by with eight or nine 
good fly patterns. After you have 
chosen your good fly patterns, ig-
nore the many other thousands 
that are out there. Donôt allow 
yourself to get caught up in the fly 
pattern madness that so many peo-
ple get caught up in. Believe it or 
not, most anglers do get caught up 
in that madness! Thatôs why they 
end up with fly boxes with hun-
dreds of fly patterns and flies. The 
only reason I suggest eight or nine 
patterns is because it would allow 
you to trout fish from the bottom 
of the water column to the film. 
My suggested patterns are a worm, 
egg, nymph, midge, wet fly, hop-
per, dry fly and small streamer. 
Pick out a good pattern in each 
one of those categories and stay 
with it in your tying. If you hear 
about another pattern thatôs catch-
ing a lot of fish, ignore it. Your fly 
patterns you chose are catching 
fish, or you wouldnôt have selected 
them. There are no silver bullet 
flies out there. If you are only a 
nymph fisherman, you only need 
about three good patterns. A 
nymph, a midge and an egg. If you 
became a good nymph fisherman, 
you will be able to catch trout 
twelve months out of the year. 

Ninety percent of a troutôs diet are 
small nymphs. Once you have se-
lected your patterns, tie them in 
various sizes and weights. That is 
the single most important bit of 
advice I can give youðtie them in 
various sizes and weights. You may 
even tie a hotspot on some of your 
flies or vary the body color on 
some of your flies. Stay away from 
letting yourself get caught up in 
the madness of tying up so many 
fly patterns. I tie very simple pat-
terns called guide flies. My flies do 
not have a lot of detail. If they did, 
a trout might find something 
wrong with them. Let the trout 
decide if itôs a food item or not. 
Again, I tie very simple patterns 
and my clients and I catch a lot of 
trout on them. Donôt allow your-
self to get caught up in the fly pat-
tern madness that so many people 
get caught up in and never get out 
of. If you do get caught up in it, at 
least make sure itôs profile driven; 
in other words, make sure your 
new fly has a different profile look 
than your existing flies. Adding 
another fly with the same profile 
look as your existing flies is coun-
terproductive, in my opinion. Re-
member that different sizes with 
different weights will get your flies 
down in the water column where 
they need to be. That will translate 
into catching fish. Remember to 
keep it simple, because the fish do. 
Donôt make it more difficult than 
it really is. 

 

Danny Barker  

Fly Fishing Guide  
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Susan Parsons proclaimed ñIt was 
wonderful to tie with a group of 
wonderful womenò.  What is she 
talking about?  The Bronze Award 
Workshop on the banks of the 
world famous White River in 
Mountain Home, Arkansas! 

Prior to the taboo on social gather-
ings, 13 women, all members of 
Fly Fishers International (FFI) 
Women Connect, gathered to tie 
flies for the Bronze Tying Award. 
Two of the participants also 
worked on their Silver Award.  

The goal of this latest FFI Women 
Connect initiative was to improve 
tying skills in a supportive atmos-
phere while earning the Bronze 
award, which Susan Parsons and 
Patty Lueken successfully complet-
ed.   Others are pending.  By-
products included having fun and 
a continuing connection as the 
participants follow up on each oth-
erôs progress. 

The group attributed its tying suc-
cess to Gretchen Beatty, an FFI 
Buz Buszek Memorial Award win-
ner and wonderful teacher.  The 
Buszek Award is the most prestig-
ious fly tying award in the world.  
Peggy Brenner, a workshop partici-
pant, also contributed her 
knowledge. 

In addition to tying flies, the wom-
en toured Wapsi Fly, the largest fly 

tying supplier in the world.  Sever-
al of the women wanted to do a 
little housekeeping and sweep up 
the feathers that had fallen on the 
floor in the drying area.  No 
charge--as long as they could keep 
the items swept up.   The partici-
pants also had Sunday Brunch at 
Gastonôs Resort and spent an 
evening at a reception at Duane 
Hadaôs Rivertown Gallery.  One 
evening also included a Redneck 
wine tasting event as we celebrated 
Mardi Gras, courtesy of Oleta 
Webb from Florida.   Some partic-
ipants also fished, but the very 
high water levels generally helped 
the fish avoid becoming caught. 

Participants from the North Ar-
kansas Fly Fishers were Susan Par-
sons, Patty Lueken and Charlotte 
Day.      Next year the week long 
workshop will begin the fourth 
Sunday in March right after Sow-
bug, so if you want to improve 
your tying skills, contact Patty Lu-
eken at plueken@luekenlaw.com 
to reserve a spot.  The Workshop 

Susan Parsons  

North Arkansas Women  
Participate in Fly Tying 
Award Workshop 

is limited to fifteen participants 
and is about $250.00 for a week 
long instruction program, meals 
and lodging.   

Patty Lueken 
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The following article appeared in 
the Baxter Bulletin on Monday 
March 23rd. Printed with permis-
sion. 
COTTER ð A bulk diesel storage 
tank near Cotter sprung a leak 
early Monday, sending diesel 
down a storm drain and into the 
White River. As of Monday after-
noon, Cotter Mayor Mac Ca-
radine said he was uncertain how 
big the spill was or how much of 
the diesel made its way into the 
White River. 
Caradine said he received a call at 
about 10 a.m. Monday morning 
from a local resort owner. That 
owner told the mayor guides and 
fishermen on the river that morn-
ing reported seeing a sheen along 
the banks of the famous trout riv-
er. They also reported a heavy fuel 
smell. 
Workers at the city's water plant 
also reported a heavy smell of die-
sel in the air, Caradine said. 
                  Small slicks of what 
appeared to be petroleum product 
appeared in a White River tribu-
tary near the       
                  Cotter Water Treat-
ment Plant Monday afternoon. 
The area had a significant diesel 
smell in the air as  
                  well.  
Caradine and a city employee 
went to investigate and discovered 
diesel running into a city storm 
drain. They traced the leak back 

and discovered a nearby bulk die-
sel tank was leaking. 
The mayor said he immediately 
notified the Arkansas Department 
of Environmental Quality and the 
Office of Emergency Services in 
Baxter County. Currently, Baxter 
County Judge Mickey Pendergrass 
is serving as interim Baxter Coun-
ty OEM director, Caradine noted. 
The Bulletin contacted ADEQ 
requesting information regarding 
the spill Monday afternoon. A 
spokesperson requested an email 
outlining the information the 
newspaper wanted. 
The ADEQ sent a reply saying 
they would "look into" the request 
and respond later.  
However, Benny Magness of Mag-
ness Oil, the company that owns 
the bulk transfer station, was able 
to provide information regarding 
the incident. 
Magness said once he was made 
aware of the situation, company 
employees with heavy equipment 
and environmental cleanup gear 
arrived on the site and immediate-

Cotter Diesel Spill 
 Update 

ly began cleaning up and draining 
the 16,000 gallon tank of the re-
maining diesel fuel. 
Magness said the leak occurred at 
the bottom of the tank. The hole, 
he said, was between the size of a 
drinking straw or your little finger. 
Unfortunately, a valve left open in 
a mitigation area allowed the spill 
to move from the transfer station 
unchecked. 
Cleanup efforts included a stream 
of tanker trucks along with back-
hoes and other equipment. Work-
ers were actually sent into a drain-
age to clean the ditch by hand, 
Magness said. 
Magness said as of Monday after-
noon, his best estimate for how 
much diesel fuel leaked was some-
where between 500 and 1,000 gal-
lons. The cleanup effort will con-
tinue into the night, Magness said. 
Weather will have an impact on 
those cleanup efforts. 
"If we get just a half an inch of 
rain, we can handle that," said 
Magness. "But, if we get two inches 
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been retained to remediate the site 
in compliance with ADEQ regula-
tions. ADEQ personnel were on 
site at the time of our visit. Mr. 
Magness indicated the bulk plant 
hadnôt been used in several years, 
except for this one instance and 
was now going to be dismantled to 
ensure it will not be used in the 
future. 
On Friday, March 25, Mike Risk 
and I walked the Rim Shoals trail 
looking for signs of diesel fuel resi-
due. We did not see or smell any 
residue. We talked to fishermen, 
guides and resort operators and no 
one reported signs of fuel residue 
on Friday, March 25. 
According to Christy Gra-
ham, supervisor of the Arkansas 
Game and Fish Commission 
Trout Management Program, 
AGFC personnel have been on 
the river and have not observed 
any fish kills down river from Cot-
ter. 
We are in contact with ADEQ and 
will monitor further developments 
as they are available. 
 

Steve Blumreich 
President 
Friends of the North Fork and 
White Rivers 
417-839-0193 
Sblum1326@gmail.com 

of rain tonight, that's going to 
make things difficult. 
The company has already contact-
ed an environmental assessment 
team out of Little Rock to 
come assess the spill and make rec-
ommendations. 
"It gives us an independent eye to 
tell us what we need to do," Mag-
ness said. "We're doing our best to 
get this cleaned up." 
Company personnel also will drain 
nearby tanks of any remaining pe-
troleum products, Magness noted, 
saying the company doesn't use 
the site much anymore but had 
been recently doing so to give driv-
ers work during the slowdown of 
demand on fuel. 
 
The following information is 
based on site visits by Mike Risk, 
board member and Steve Blum-
reich, president of Friends of the 
North Fork and White Rivers. 
 
Mike Risk, board member and 
Steve Blumreich, president of 
Friends of the North Fork and 
White River visited the Magness 
bulk plant site in Cotter on 
Wednesday, March 25. Mr. Jeff 
Magness showed us the source of 
the leak, explained how it oc-
curred, the estimated amount of 
diesel fuel leaked (500-800 gal-
lons), what had been done to stop 
the leak by removing all fuel from 
the tank and the work started to 
clean up the site. The Southern 
Company from Little Rock has 
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Dylan Galyardt was in town for his 
annual Spring Break visit and the 
plan was to get him, Amy and 
Dennis out on Norfork Lake and 
see what might be hungry for a 
Clouser Minnow! Unfortunately, 
recent heavy rains had turned the 
water in the Bennettôs Creek Arm 
to a nice medium roast color (with 
just a hint of creamer!) making 
visibility extremely limited to say 
the least! However, after a quick 
conversation Thursday evening the 
decision was made to launch at 
Fout Marina first thing in the 
morning and give it a try anyway.  

The first cove we fished was adja-
cent to the marina and fairly pro-
tected from the winds that were 
ahead of the approaching cold 
front (iced coffee!). Fortunately, 
both Dylan and Dennis are excel-
lent casters (even in the wind) and 
were able to put their flies where 
they needed to be! After a slow 
bite early, things began to pick up 

Warm Water Fishing 

Dennis  Galyardt  

after Dylan stuck a BIG crappie 
(his personal best!) that was sus-
pended over some flooded brush. 
Soon after a nice bass, then Den-
nis lands a slab bluegill on his ten-
kara rod and just like that the live-
well is starting to look a bit better! 
After a quick and rather chilly 
boat ride to the next creek arm, 
the action picked up even more! 
Nothing huge, but the largemouth 
and Kentucky bass were cooperat-
ing enough to keep the rods regu-
larly bent! Then finally, as we 
crossed the end of the cove near a 
feeder creek, Dennisôs rod bends a 
bit deeper and the first of several 
white bass is in the boat! These 
were the males that move in first 
ahead of the larger females. Small-
er in size or not, these temperate 
bass pull harder than just about 
any fish their size (and they taste 
good too).  

At the end of the day, I guess there 
was a good lesson to be learned. 
ñDonôt judge what you think the 
day may be like based on what you 
see from the boat ramp!ò Because 
it was sincerely a memorable day 
with the Galyardts! The underly-
ing competition between the ñTwo 
Dôsò was really funny! Amy was a 
GREAT Co-Captain, photogra-
pher and occasional ñremote 
trolling motor operator!ò and the 
fishing wasnôt too bad either!  

Michael Schraeder 

Flywater Outfitters 
Dylan  Galyardt  
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Fly Tying Tip 
Split Tails 

When using Moose Mane or Mi-
crofibbets as tails and you need to 
split them, there is an easy way 
that is very effective.  

Cut about a 4" piece of thread off 
the bobbin and hold aside for use 
(I am using a brighter color for 
photo purposes). Tie in your tails, 
two or three as you desire (photo 
#1) on top of the hook. Some 
times it is difficult to get the initial 
split, so place your thumb or fin-
gernail under the tail fibers and 
push against the thread base 
(photo#2). This will allow the fi-
bers to separate and make the next 
step easier.  

Take your scrap piece of thread 
and wrap around the hook from 
the gap/underside of the hook, so 
the thread comes up between the 
tails and on either side of the 
hook shank (photo #3). Pull the 
scrap section toward the hook eye 
until the tails are split and held 
per your desires, tie down with 
your thread (photo#4). 

As a final step you can place a very 
small drop of UV resin at the base 
of the tails and they will not slip 
once in the final position 
(photo#5). I use Solarez Bone Dry 
Ultra Thin with the minimum 
drop I can apply.  

While this technique will work for 
hackle barb tails, care must be tak-
en to do so gently as the hackle 
barbs are much thinner and less 
stiff than Moose or Microfibbets 
(paintbrush bristles). This means 

they tend to fold all the way for-
ward even with the slightest bit of 
too much pressure from the scrap 
thread.  

 

Dave Boyer 

Photo 1  

Photo 2  

Photo 3  

Photo 4  


